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4 The report of the committee on finance, made, without law, as is most convenient. ‘That an intention 
to the senate on the 29th ult, on the national currency, | existed to baild up a monarchy seems manifest, and, in- 
3 will be read with much interest, It presents us with | deed, the bases of the new constitution proposed shews 
‘ very many and highly important suggestions and facts | any other than a liberal spirit. His ; 
° : The arguments of the committee will subject the re- he general, we think, entirely vindicates himself 
port to considerable comment, perhaps. from the charges made against him—but in doing so 
. he shews that au extraordinary degree of meanness and 
A Review of Mr. Cumbreleng’s late report from the Jealousy abounds in Colombia, and confirms those fears 
f : committee on commerce, has just appeared in this city in| we have so often expressed as to the ultimate lot of the 
a pamphlet of 72 pages—by “Mephistopheles;” with | republic. \\c rather think that the state of society has 
Ps he motto— not much improved since the revolution, and we know 
Be «+{ follow thee, like a trusty servitor, but to enticethee | that torrenis of blood have flowed—and, though it is 
le from thy nimble aud crafty wanderings into a surer path | long since a Spinish force appeared to contest the rights 
'. of truth. The time lacks an honest devil, Thou canst of the people to self-government—che army yet rules.— 
My not say I flatter. Oxp Pray.” And general Uarrison tells us that there are im that army 
Y> Indeed—there is no flattery in this pamphlet. Some of| between seventy and eighty generals, and from three to 
S= the gross absurdities of Mr. C. are ably set forth, and | four hundred colonels—which, like the locusts of Egypt, 
hy there is a sprightliness and force in the whole that will| assisted by swarms of priests and monks, devour the sub- 
8, fasten the attention of all persons interested in the sub-| stance of the country, and oppress every branch of in- 
ny ject—with some exposures, that the chairman of the dustry. 
ne committee on commerce will not feel very thankful for.| The charges against gen. Harrison appear to have been 
ce, In the brief time allowed, we cannot do more, to-| frivolous and unjust—if not ridiculous: they followed 
le, day, than heartily recommend it to our readers; and | close upon the information that he had been superceded 
he express a belief, that if congress would order the print- | In his mission, which, indeed, seems ¢hiefly to have 
me ing of 6,000 copies of it, an essential service would be | caused or supported them! We cannot well abstract 
tt, rendered to the public, in checking the progress of error, | the particulars stated in this pamphlet, and it is utterly 
th, or by instructing in truth. out of our power to give itentire. ‘lhe Colombians have 
er, cnminan cast off the political government of Spain—bat in al) that 
Y. GeneRaL Harrison. On Monday week we received | 1s Jealous or suspicious, intolerant or haughty, (when 
Mme a copy of a pamphlet entitled—‘*Remarks of general | power serves thin), they do not appear to have retired 
nge Harrison, late envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo-; far from the character of the old royal government, 
ung tentiary of the United States to the republic of Colom-{ as it existed in tue Amerivan provinees; and one or more 
bia,on certain charges made against him by that govern-| geners ious must pass before they can understand their 
Pe ment; to whichis added, an unofficial letter, from gene-| Own rigats, much jess respect those of others. Their 
pule ral Harrison to general Bolivar, on the affairs of Colum- | present chiet enjoyment isthe lderty to do rizht, if they 
‘lai- bia; with notes explanatory of his views of the present{ may; «nd to du wrong, as willed ty the masterings of 
1S. state of that country.” ignorant hordes of bayonet-holding conscripts. 
Gaile The following is the general’s address, briefly setting 
eS, forth his reasons for the publication— IMPORTANT PROCEEDING. From the Nationut Intel- 
ent, To the public—lt has become extensively known, | ligencer of April 22. We are authorized (o state, that 
oe through the medium of the public papers, that some cir- | the secretary of the navy, on receiving satisfactory infor- 
Pot- cumstances, of an unpleasant character had occurred, | mation tha: certain officers of the United States’ navy had 
n of between the government of Colombia and myself, pre-| been concerned in the late duel near Philadelphia, which 
ks, vious to my departure from the capital of that country. | resulted in the death of Mr. Miller, of that city, com- 
To prevent misrepresentation, and to give to my fellow-| municated the same to the president of the United 
oad & citizens, who may feel interested in the matter, a clear / States, and recommended their dismissal from the ser- 
view of those occurrences, is the object of this publica-} vice; aud that the president, on being made acquainted 
mes tion, So faras relates to the refutation of the charges} with the facts, immediately ordered the names of the 
brought against me, by the government of Colombia, it} following officers to be erased from the register of the 
is the substance of a letter which | addressed to the sec- | navy, viz. : 
0. retary of state since my return. I thought it my du-| Lieutenant Edmund Byrne, liedienant Humpton Weeat- 
derae to lay before the president a full account of the manner | coft, passed midshipman Charles H. Duryee, midship- 
ment, in which 1 was treated; but, without any desire, as I clear-| man Charles G. Hunter. 
ch is- ly expressed to him, that any measures should be taken,} ‘Ihe determinution ot the executive, announced im the 
yr the on my account, which would, in the remotest degree, } above paragraph, is one of great consequence, to which 
roves tend to interrupt the harmony existing between the two | we are disposed to award the credit of the best motives, 
st. governments. How farthe honor of the country may | and, for any thing we can see, of a wise and provident ex- 
)N. require adeparture from this course, it was not for me to | ercise 0! the only prerogative, (save one), of the executive 
ilttary determine. In the hands of the executive of the Unit-| of the United States. ‘ 
ed States, it must be in safe keeping. ‘he reasons| ‘The greatness of its consequence lies in its being a 
th the which induced me to publish my unofficial letter to gen- | precedent, which probably will settle the question, tor- 
e bill eral Bolivar, will be found in the pages preceding it. | ever, that nu duei, or challenge of defiance to a duel, 
‘acks, The notes, which accompany it, were deemed necessary | will be tolerated, on the part of officers of the navy or 
nated for the proper understanding ot some of the circumstan- | army, with persons in the private walk of lite, if, under 
com- ces, to which the letter refers. any circumstance, whatever, between themselves, 
, an W. H. Harrison. We feel sorry for the seconds in the late duel who 
Washington, 22d March, 1830. have thus been made the first objeets of just regard to 
FC#’The pamphlet makes 70 pages, and contains} the general sentiment of the people, on this occasion 
many curious developements as to the state of affairs in| outraged. We compassionate the situation even of the 
hiefly | Colombia, We have hastily looked it over, intending | surviving principal. But the decisiva, if stern in justice, 
ives s00n to read it attentively. The general facts shew that} is stern m right. The people will approve tt. bistead 
s read the people are the victims of their chiefs—that liberty ex-| of yielding to the impulse of biin’ pass.on, the youth in 
t into #8 only in name—and that the generals and the priests| the service of their country, understanding the condi- 
bn the eg retty much as they please, with or! tions on which they enter the publie service, will submit 
iB, but Ok. Hi—No. 7. 
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themselves to the military law, which is henceforth to 
be substituted for the arbitrament of the pistol and the 
-sword, in which chance decides as often for the wrong 
as forthe right. The error of education in a false code 
of-honor, has produced the late fatal catastrophe. The 
decision of the president, in regard to it, followed up as 


it must be rigidly, in every case, tears up the error by 
the roots, 


The Albany Argus, speaking of the surviving party to 
the late fatal duel near ’ hiladelphia, says— A aety 

“The whole course of Hunter in this matter, as de- 
tailed by himself in a hand-bill which produced the fatal 
meeting between himself and Miller, was that of the ruf- 
fian rather than the gentleman. It is obvious, from his 
own showing, that his conduct towards Miller was such 
as, without the exercise on his part of the highest degree 
of moral and religious courage, or of philosophical for- 
bearance, to compel him to put his life upon the issue 
ofa rencontre with one, who in all things, except per- 
haps some fancied notions of rank, (so for as we ean 
jndge from the conduct of each in the matter), was as 
far as possible beneath him. We trust that the navy 
will not suffer the stain of continuing this individual upon 
its rolls; but that there, as in the community, he may 


stand with the reproach of being «he shedder of inno- 
cent blood, ” 


—— 


The dismissal of the officers has been approved by 
both branches of the legislature of Pennsylvania; but 
the grand jury of Philadelphia, on investigating the out- 
rage, have discovered that the friend to the gentleman 
killed, was only drawn into the transaction with a 
view of effecting a reconciliation,—and a hope is express- 
ed that his case may be reconsidered. We have but one 
opinon of this disgraceful ‘‘affair,”’ and must consider the 
decision a righteous one; for, though the participants 
may be stained with various hues of guilt, the principle 
which the president’s act has sanctioned, is tuo import- 
ant to society to be weakened by exceptions. 

OFFICIAL DOCUMENT. 
Navy department, March 30th, 1850. 

Sir—It has been proved to my satisfaction that, lieu- 
tenants Edmund Byrne and Hampton Westcott, passed 
midshipman Charles H. Duryee, and midshipman 
Charles G. Hunter, of the navy of the U. States, were 
recently concerned in a duel, which took place between 
the last named officer and William Miller, jun. of Phi- 
ladelphia, which resulted fatally to the latter. I respect- 

fully recommend to you, that the names of the said offi- 
~ «ers, Edmund Byrne, Hampton Westcott, Charles H. 
Duryee, and Charles G. Hunter, be erased from the list 
of officers of navy of the United States. I am very re- 
spectfully, &e. JOHN BRANCH, 

To the president of the United States. 

Let the above named officers of the navy be stricken 
from the roll. ANDREW JACKSON. 

March 3184, 1830. 

‘THe DEAD FOR THB LIVING. Mr. Saltonstall, of the 
house of representatives of Massachusetts, made a very 
temperate, and sensible and strong report to that body, 
at the late sitting of the legislature, from the committee on 
the judiciary, to whom was referred ‘‘an order instructing 
them to inquire whether it is expedient to make any fur- 
ther provision by law for protecting the sepulchres of the 
dead”’—which was crdered to be published in the sever- 
al newspapers that print the laws of the commonwealth— 
the whole subject being referred to the first session of 

the next legislature, 

The very great importance, or absolute necessity, of 
dissections, is mildly, but ably, stated; and it is shewn 
that a knowledge to preserve life, in very numerous 
eases, cannot be obtained but by examinations of the bo- 
dies of the dead. One physician stated to the commit- 
tee, that, within his own knowledge, one hundred per- 
sous had perished by a single disease, for want of suffi- 
cient skill to perform one species of surgical operation. 
ut while such facts are urged, a proper degree of re- 

pcet is shewn for the feelings, or prejudices, of persons 
in relation to disseetions; and the committee believe that 
any further enactments are not only unnevessary, bui 
perhaps inexpedient. 





We should publish the report if we had room for it— 
and shall lay it aside for use when opportunity offers, 

AMERICAN SILK. An extract of a letter from a gen. 
ileman of Lyons, in France, containing the proceedings 
of the chamber of commerce in relation to American 
silk, &c. 

The proceedings were originally published in the 
*Percurseur,’ a paper published at Lyons, January 3, 
1830. 

Chamber of commerce.—The chamber had requested 
one of its member to cause to be assayed at Lyons, the 
silk that has lately been prepared at Philadelphia. 

The assay took place recently upon a sample prepar- 
ed by Mr. d’Homergue, of Nismes, son of Louis d’Ho. 
mergue, late proprietor of a splendid filature of silk jp 
the said town. 

It results from thatassay, publicly executed at Lyons, 
by Pierre Mazel, licensed assayer of silk, that the silk 
obtained in Philadelphia is of an extraordinary quality, 
and is admirably adapted to all the uses of fabrication, 
Its degree of fineness is 16 dwts, so that it would pro. 
duce singles of 50 dwts; organize of 32, and tram of 
wool silk of 30; a quality of silk extremely rare in vur 
country. American silk is fine, nervous, good, regular, 
clean, of a fine color; in a word it unitesall the qualities 
that can be wished for. Its market price, in the state 
of raw silk, wellreeled, according to its different quali- 
ties, well prepared, would be 26 trancs a pound, and the 
sale of itat Lyons, would be very easy, particularly if 
there was aconstant supply of bales weighing from one 
hundred to 150 pounds. 

The chamber of commerce loses no time in publish- 
ing information so satisfactory. They ought, more than 
ever, to excite the Americansto plant mulberry trees 
and raise silk, a kind of industry that will afford great 
advantages to both countries, aad may in future give birth 
to establishments of various kinds, and be a new souree 
of wealth to the United States. 


Mr. MALLARY’s REPORT On manufactures, presented 
at the commencementof the present session, has drawn 
down upon him the animadversions of the English edi- 
tors. We subjoin, as being the most favorable, the tol- 
lowing remarks of the Lonilon Times: 

*‘It does not, undoubtedly, belong to England to de- 
claim with much violence against any ‘protection,’ as it 
is called, of native industry in the United States. Nor, 
if it be trne, as insisted on by the editor of the American 
Evening Post, in an article on the ‘negotiations with 
England,’ that the tariff has occasioned a great national 
animosity here against America, because of the notion 
entertained that the measure originated in feelings of 
hatred to Great Britain, can such animosity be too soon 
gotrid of, asa most silly, groundless and unworthy sen- 
timent. We do not believe one word of the assertion 
that the tariff arose out of any dislike to England, but 
merely and simply out of that disposition which actuates 
most nations, and none more than England herself, to 
prefer what they conceive to be their own interests (0 
those of foreigners. Nay, were not the several classes 
of merchants and manutacturers, and land owners, !! 
the United States, themselves as much possessed of 
that rival selfishness, and upon the very subject of the 
tariff too, as were the advocates of America in oppo 
sition to British manufactures? And what right have 
we to quarrel with Americans for establishing a ™° 
nopoly in their own favor to the exclusion of English 
goods? Do we attribute the furious spirit of mond 
poly evinced by our own silk manufacturers, our glov- 
ers, our iron masters, our wool growers, our ship ow®- 
ers, our agriculturalists, to hatred of all classes of us 
their countrymen, whom they would tax—nay, whom 
some among them would starve,—to serve themselves 
and their own individual profits.” 

[This is liberal—very liberal, from one of those who 
think all people ‘‘out-landish” but themselves; 4” 
who, generally, cannot comprehend why 4 Frenchmat 
ora German, or the teeming millions of China, do 9° 
call a hat—a at, as they do; and not only speak 0 
vinegar by their name, but pronounce it as beginn!ng 
with a W. The ‘Times’ admits much—for an Eng: 
lishman; but is far short of the truth as to the exaction 
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or monopolies of England. We should like to see Mr. 


breleng’s calculation, as to the sufferings of the peo- 
a aurebiatre; because of the “restrictive” laws on 


bread-stuffs, only!} 


’ or THE U. S. The National Gazette 
antioe anand to learn that Mr. Tanner is likely to 
be amply rewarded for the labor bestowed on this map. 
We understand that an impression of 2,000 copies is 
nearly exhausted—eighteen hundred maps having been 
disposed of since August last, when the work was first 


issued. 


A FAIR AND FULL HIT. We are among those who, 
while they firmly maintain the independence of the ju- 
diciary, except because of offences subjecting judges to 
impeachment as provided by the constitution—have 
thought that some safe and wholesome controul might be 
exerted for the correction of opinions, as growing out 
of new relations of society and progress in knowledge— 
or, mainly, for the reason that erroneous opinions may 
be entertained, and acted upon, without the suspicion of 
impure motives, or whatever else may be successtull 
arged to impeach a judge and find him guilty of an of- 
fence contemplated in the constitution. Judges, like 
other men, grow old and may become imbecile or incom- 
petent, &c. and so we have supposed that, at certain fixed 
periods, the capacity, as well as the conduct of judges, 
might be safely reviewed—say by the senate of the Unit- 
ed States, only; a body thouglit to be sufficiently far re- 
moved from popular excitement, to determine correctly 
on matters of such serious import and grave considera- 
tion. But the ground lately assumed would destroy the 
independence of the judiciary, and render the judges, for 
the time being, mere creatures of the government, in- 
stead of being an important and separated and indissolu- 
ble part of it: hence we have called the following a ‘fair 
and full hit.” 

To the editors of the National Intelligencer. 

Gentlemen: In perusing the speech of senator Benton, 
contained in a late number of the Intelligencer, I perceiv- 
ed that he had repeated, with high encomium, an excla- 
mation made by Mr. Randolph in the Virginia conven- 


tion, that *‘the chapter of Kings in the Holy Bible, fol- 


lows next after the chapter of Judges,” and these words, 
he says, *‘will be the rallying cry of liberty and patriot- 
ism in ages yet tocome.” I think the quotation unfor- 
tunate for his argument against the supreme court, for 
the simple reason, that it was not until the overthrow of 
the judges, that monarchy could rear its head in Israel, 
and that, too, in opposition to the earnest monitions of 
their Creator, who warned them, by his servant Samuel, 
of the evils they would bring upon themselves by the 
overthrow of that wise system of government as admin- 
istered by judges, which he had established for them. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT—T he following table, com- 
piled from oflicial reports to congress, will show the 
amount expended by the general government on works 
ot internal improvement within the several states and 
territories, frora the adoption of the federal constitution 
to the Ist of October last: 


Maine $11,725 22 | Tennessee 4,200 00 
Massachusetts 104,042 46 | Ohio 390,150 03 
Connecticut 2,069 97 | Indiana 108,623 88 
Rhode Island 195 19 | Mississippi 49,385 52! 
New York 68,148 45 | Illinois 8,000 00 
Pennsylvania 39,728 $2] Alabama 81,762 78 
Delaware 307,104 O1 | Missouri 22,702 24 
Maryland 10,000 00 | Arkansas 44,690 74 
Virginia 150,000 00 | Michigan 48,607 95 
N. Carolina 1,000 00 | Florida 79,902 92 
Kentucky 90,000 00 | Total $1,622,039 68 





Road from Cumber- 
land to the Ohio 

Continuation of the 
Cumberland road 453,547 86 

Repairs of the Cum- 
berland road 


$1,662,245 75 


55,510 OO 





2.171,303 11 
Road from Nathville to Natchez 3,000 00 


Road from Wheel ing to the Mis- 








sissippi river 10,000 00 
Road from Missouri to New Mexico 90,000 00 
Road from Mississippi to the state ~~ 

of Ohio 5,539 35° 
Road from Georgia to New Orleans 5,500 00 


Roads in Tennessee, Louisiana and 
Georgia 15,000 00 





Road from Nashville to N. Orleans 7,920 00 
Surveys, maps and charts of the 
Ohio and Mississippi rivers 4,186 24 
improving the navigation of the 
Qhio and Mississippi rivers 103,409 72 
Military roads 10,218 43 
Survey of the water courses of the 
Mississippi river 11,122 05 
Road through the Creek nation 5,621 OL 
Opening the old Natchez road 5,000 00° 
Break-water at the mouth of Del- 
aware bay. 5,000 60 
Total, $4,179,540 69 


Kanawaa satt. The inspector’s return of salt in- 
spected and weighed in Kanawha county, daring the 
quarter ending 14th December, 1829, exhibits 

241,188 bushels and 34 pounds, or 31,888 barrels. | 





MINERAL LANDS IN Missouri. The reserved lead 


mines of Missouri, as authorized by an act of congress, 
are offered for sale, at St. Louis, on the first Monday of 
October next. ‘Those interested, will refer to the 


proclamation of the president, dated 23d ultimo. It’ 


seems that all such reserves are to be disposed of. The 
time, we fear, is unfortunate, because of the present de- 
pressed price of lead. 

Pensions. It appears from a statement submitted to 
the house of representatives, afew days since, that the 


following appropriations have been made for the payment’ 


of pensions, under the act of March 18, 1818: 
The law of 29th April, 1818 $300,000 


do 15th February, 1819 1,780,300 
do 14th April, 1820 2,766,440 
do 3d March, 1821 1,200,000 
do 15th March, 1822 1,451,245 64 
do 3d Mareh, 1823 1,538,815 
do 10th March, 1824 1,281,716 30 
do 2ist February, 1825 1,248,452 26 
do 18th January, 1826 1,352,790 
do 29th January, 1827 1,260,185 





Aggregate $14,190,144 29 


The amount of appropriations up to the present time, . 
including those of the current session, is $16,558,324 29. - 


The precise number of applications cannot be ascer- 
tained, as a correct account of them was not kept at the 
commencement of the operation of the law; but the 
amount is known to exceed 31,000. 

The number of men in the continental army at the 
close of the revolutionary war, was 13,476. The army 


was larger in 1776 than at any other period of the war. . 


It contained 46,891 men, 





Mr. Reno tps, who went out on the South Sea ex- 
pedition, writes from Bona Vista, one of the Cape de 
Verd Islands, on the 14th of November, that the brig 
Annawan and her crew, had arrived there in good condi- 
tion, and were waiting for her consort the Seraph, to 
proceed on the voyage. The Seraph left Stonington the 
same day on which the Annawan sailed from New York, 

The brigs Seraph and Annawan, captains Pendleton 
and Palmer, were at, and to sail from the Cape de Verd 
Islands on the 23d of November last, for the South Seas. 


They were all well on board both vessels, and the offi- 


cers and gentlemen lived in the utmost harmony, with a 
determined spirit of perseveranee to make the result of 
the voyage beneficial, and also honorable to their coun- 
try. 


aie 


CURIOUS STATISTICS OF ‘rue LAW. In the National. 


lutelligencer we find the annexed communication illus- 


trating very plainly the proverbial uncertainty of the~ 


law: 
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Messrs. Gales €9 Seaten: Uaving had a curiosity to] with a ‘royal salute” of 21 guns, and himself and off- 
see how many causes had been reversed or affirmed by | cers treated with a splendid. ball by the king. These 
the supreme court of the U. States, T cxamined the | islands appear very présperous. 
reports of Dallas Church, Wheaton, and the two first 
volumes of Peters’, ‘Iie result is chown by the enclos- Pontucat. Don Miguel “wants money and mus: 
ed statement. Yours, &e. A. B. have it.” He has called upon the different monastic op. 
March 15, 183%. | ders to disgorge some of their accumulations, accordine 
Slatistics—Vhe whole number of reported cases in |to the following assessment— * 
which the supreme court of the United States has reverse | ‘the Hieronimites 168,000 milreas. 
ed or affirmed the judgments of the courts below, in- ‘The Bernardines 179,000 
cluding the eases of 1820, of which 425 have been affirm- The Benedictines 139,000 
ed, and 329 reversed, viz: ‘ a monks of rh at 120,000 
ee ioe ey || aeate pr. ct, The convents o race 69,000 
Districts. Affirmed. Reversed, of uffirm’cs. The Dominiclan, 39°01 4 
New Hampshire ; 1 The Carmelites 38,000 
Massachusetts 18 57 1-3 ——— 
Rhode Island 16 Makinginall 752,000 
Vermont 0> This is rather a bold stroke; no class of society holds 
Connecticut §2 2-3 faster to its money, than the clerical—no matter what 
New York may be the ‘‘national church;”’ and, so faras_ they dare, 
New Jersey i 67 1-2 they will make his donship smart for this proceeding, 
Pennsylvania But as some of them have called him ‘‘the angel of the 
Delaware 7 529-5 |} Lord,” will itnot be sacrilegious to begrudge him their 
Maryland 36 : uscless cash’? ‘They may recover it by new exactions 
District of Columbia 581-2 (on the people. 
Virginia ‘ 60 3.5 — 
North Carolina Atecrers. The French have declared the ports of Al- 
South Carolina 3 47 1-2 giers, Bona, Buoger and Oran ina state of blockade. A 
Georgia powerful naval and land force was about to leave Toulon 
Ohio to attack the dey. 
Kentucky 55 1-2 nanan 
Tennessee \ THE WINTER IN Evrore has been uncommonly se- 
Hlinois vere. The lake of Constance was so strongly frozen 
Indiana over, that persons crossed it (15 miles) on the ice. Such 
Missouri an event happened only once in the last century, and is 
Alabama 3 ; 50 said to oceur only once in an hundred years. 
Mississippi : 50 
Orleans 3 57 Orricers oF THE Britisu navy. ‘The following is 
Louisiana 8 65 2-5 | a statement of the officers employed in the royal British 
~~ navy, on the Ist of January, 1830:— 


529 56 1-3 Admiral] of the fleet, his royal highness the duke of 
The average rate of tue whole number of affirmances | Clarence, K. G., K. T., G. C. B., D. C. L 


is 564 per cent. The rate of those from the District of | Admirals. —Of the red, 13; white, 16; blue, 15. 
Columbia, is 584 per cent. ‘The average rate of those | Total 44, 
from the other districts, is 55 2-5 per cent. ‘ ~% > —_iee—eii the red, 21; white, 21; blue, 21. 
-_—— otal, 63. 
Pouiticat starisrics. .\ Pennsylvanig paper gives| Rear-Admirals,—Ot the red, 25; white, 20; blue, 22. 
the following, as the constiiucut parts of the late anti-ma- | Total, 67, 
sonic convention in that state: Superannuated rear-admirals, 25; superannuated and 
Adams federalists es retired captains on full pay, 14. 
Jackson federalists.... . , Captains. —Ou full pay, 589; on the half pay of 14s. 
Adams democrats. ......-eeceeeeeees 22 6d. per diem, 101; on the half pay of 12s. 6d. per diem, 
Jackson democrats... «2.45 161. Total 851. 
Disappointed democrats... ... eee eeeeeeees Commanders.—Qn full pay 755; on the half pay of 10s. 
per diem, 150. ‘Total 905. 
= Lieutenants superannuated; with the rank of command- 
Lecistarion—in Pennsylvania. The indefatigable | er, 100; poor knights of Windsor (lieutenants), 7. 
editor of the Register of Pennsylvania, bas constructed a |  Licutenants.—Qn full pay, 2,579; on the half pay of 7s. 
table of the length of the sessions of the legisiature from | per diem, 302; on the halt pay of 6s. per diem, 700. 
1790 to the present year, showing also the number of | Total, 3,581. 
members, and of acts passed at each session. During| asiers.—Qn full pay, 24; on the half pay of 7s. per 
the above period there have been 4,769 days of session | diem, 100; on the half pay of 6s. per diem, 200; (super- 
including holidays, and 4,958 acts were passed. ‘The | annuated, 21.) Total, 524. 
amount expended in that time for the legislative depart- | 2ursers.—On fuil pay, 344; on half pay of 5s. per 
ment, was upwards of two millions and a half, which | diem, 100; on the half pay of 4s. per diem, 200, Total, 
makes the cost of each law $540. 644. 
od Medical officers.—VPhysicians, 12; surgeons on full 
LovistIaNa. It appears probable that the sugar crop; pay, 738; ditto retired on full pay, 53; assistant surgeons 
of 1829 has not exceeded 36,000 bhds. It produced | on full pay, 363; dispensers of hospitals, 43; hospital 
$0,000 in 1828. mates, 3. Total, 1,182. 
— Chaplains.—On full pay, 46; ditto on retired list, 94. 
BRITISH “PARLIAMENT. It appears that, generally | Total, 70. 
speaking, the ablest and best members of the British -— 


house of commons, are those appointed by the dorough-| Eias Hicks. Some person enquired of us afew — 
mongers! In the “independent” counties, cities, or bo- | since, whether it was probable that the late Elias Hicks 
roughs, the competition isso great and the cost of it so| would undergo the inconvenience of having a plaster cast 
heavy, that most of those who obtaiu a seat more readily | made of his bust. The question was put to us in conse- 
dispose of their ayes and noes, to reimburse themselves! | quence of an advertisement in a New York paper, of @ 
Their contests sometimes cost 20, 30, or even 40,000 | bust of Mr. Hicks—the following extract from the New 
pounds sterling. W/l.ai a farce is this on representation! | York Constellation will show how the artist arrived at 4 
—= good likeness. [U. S. Garette. P 

Tae Sanpwich 1614Nps were lately visited by the} Moulding a bust.—We understand an Italian artist © 
U. 8. ship Vincennes, capt. Fimch, who was received | this eity, has secretly disinterred the body of Elias Hicks, 
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ker preacher, and moulded his bust. 
i a applied to the friends of the deceased to 
take a moulding previous to his interment, but was re- 
fased. Suspicion being excited that the grave had been 
disturbed, it was examined, and some bits of plaster were 
found adhering to the hair of the deceased. The enthu- 
siastic Italian was visited, and owned that, as he had been 
denied the privilege of taking a bust betore interment, 
he had adopted this only method of obtaining one. We 
have heard nothing more on the subject, except that the 
bust is a most excellent likeness. 

Law or maRRraGE. It is stated that most of the mar- 
riages that have taken place in New York, since the Ist 
of January last, when the revised statutes went into ope- 
ration, were not legally made. In reference to this, we 
copy the following from the Schenectady Cabinet— 

Married, at Schenectady, N. Y. on Friday evening, 
12th March, Mr. Samuel Jones, 2d. to Mrs. Echie McIn- 
tosh, pucsuant to the 9th, 10th and 11th sec, of art. 1, ti- 
tle 1, chapter viii, part 2, book 2, p. 138, 139, 140 and 141, 
ist edition, printed by P. and V. B. copy right secured 
by A. C. Flagg, esq. secretary of state. 

Irzems, Mr. Clay arrived at Lexington on the 27th 
alt. On his route he was invited to partake of a public 
dinner at Port Gibson, Miss. but declined the invitation, 
promising however, if in his power, to stop at that place 
and pay his respects to his fellow citizens, We have 
not received an account of the proceedings which took 
place at Natchez. 

The secretary of the treasury has given notice to the 
proprietors of the six per cent. stock created by the act 
of March 3d, 1815, that the certificates of the said stock, 
amounting in the whole to stx miléons four hundred and 

forty thousand five hundred and fifty-six dollars and se- 
venteen cents, will be paid on the first day of July next, to 
the proprietors thereof, or their legal representatives or 
attorneys, duly constituted, on the presentation and sur- 
render of the said certificates at the treasury, or at the 
loan office, where the same may stand credited. No 
transfer will be allowed after the first day of June next. 

And also, that the interest on all the certificates of the 
said stock, will cease and determine on the 3ist day of 
June next. 

Fires. The button factory of the Messrs. Scoville, at 
Waterbury, Con. was destroyed by fire on the 3ist ult. 
It was quite an extensive concern, and furnished em- 
ployment to about sixty workmen, It was insured. 

The court house and clerks’ offices at Winton, N. C. 
with most of the records, &c. were destroyed vy fire on the 
night of the 30th ult. It was the work of an incendiary, 
who had been bribed by a wretch to do the deed in the 
hope of destroying an evidence of his villainy. 

ork and Maryland. On the 2d inst. the bill to incor- 
porate the York and Maryland line rail road, which had 
passed the house of representatives of Pennsylvania by 
a large majority, was rejected in the senate by a vote oi 
17 for concurring in the report of the committee, which 
reported in opposition to the bill, and 8 against it. This 
decision has caused much feeling in York; a meeting was 
held and a disposition manifested to adopt strong mea- 
sures. We have not seen the proceedings, but it is stated 
the road will be made without the grant of a charter. 





FOREIGN NEWS. 

London and Paris papers of late dates have been re» 
ceived at New York. The King opened the French 
chambers on the 2nd March, with much ceremony. He 
personally invited the peers to be seated, and the chan- 
cellor communicated to the deputies thet the king gave 
them permission to take their seats. He then pronounced 
the following speech: 

Gentlemen—lIt is always witl. confidence that I assem- 
ble round my throne the peers of my realm and the depu- 
bes of departments. 

ince your jast session, important events have consoli- 
dated the peace of Europe, and the accord established 
petween my allies and myself for the good of the na- 
8. 

The war in the east has terminated. The moderation 

victor and the amicable intervention of the powers, 


by preserving the Ottoman empire from the misfortunes 
which menaced it, have maintained the balance and 
strengthened the ancient relatiéns of the states. 

Under the protection of the powers which signed the 
treaty of July 6th, independent Greece will be born again 
from her ruins; the choice of the prince called to reign 
over her, makes sufficiently clear the disinterested and 
pacific views of the sovereigns. 

Lam pursuing at preseat, in concert with my allies, 
negotiations of which the object is to effeet a reconcilia- 
tion between the princes of the house of Braganza, neces- 
sary to the repose of the peninsula. 

During the important events with which Europe was 
occupied, | deemed proper to suspend the effects of my 
resentment against a barbarian power; but L ean no long- 
er leave unpunished the insult offered to my flag. The 
signal reparation I desire to obtain, will, while it satisfies 
the honor of France, redound, with the aid of the Al- 
mighty, to the good of Christianity. 


The accounts of receipts and expenses will be laid be- 
fore you, and at the same time a statement of the wants 
and resources for the service of 1831. I have the satis- 
faction to observe that, notwithstanding the diminution of 
the revenues of 1829, compared with those of the pre- 
vious year, they have exceeded the estimates of the budg- 
et. A recent operation has sufficiently ascertained the 
interest at which loans have become negotiable, and 
shown the possibility of lightening the burthens of the 
state. <A law in relationto the redemption of the debt 
will be presented to you; it will be limited to a plan of 
reimbursement or exchange, which we hope will equal- 
iy satisfy the expectations from our care for them, of 
those subject to taxation, and the justice and benevolence 
due to those of our subjects who have invested their 
capital in the public funds. The measures on which you 
will be called to deliberate are intended to satisfy all these 
interests; they will afford the means of meeting, without 
new sacrifices, and ina few years, the expenses impe- 
riously demanded for the detence of therealm, the pros- 
perity of agriculture and commerce, the maintenance of 
fortified places, unfinished works in the sea ports, repairs 
of roads and compiction of canals. Your attention will 
also be occupied with various laws relating to the judiciae 
ry, different nrojects for the admiuistration of public af- 
fairs, and certain measures intended to meliorate the con- 
dition of retired soldicrs. I have been afflicted at the 
sufferings which along and inclement winter has made 
to weigh heavily upon my people; but benevolence has 
multiplied its succors, and itis with the most lively gra- 
tification that I have seen the generous aid extended to the 
poor in all parts of the realm, and particularly in my 
good city of Paris. ‘The first longing of my heart is to 
see France happy aud respected, developing all the 
wealth of her soil an? enjoying in peace the institutions 
of which it is my firm desire to establish the bles- 
sings. The charter has pleced the liberties of the peo- 
ple under the safeguard of the rights of my crown. 
These rights are sacrels my duty to my people re- 
quires me to transmit chem inviolate to my successors. 


Peers of France, depurics of departments, I doubt 
not of your co-operstion in effecting the desired good, 
You will reject with contempt, the base insinuations 
which malice endeavors to propagate. Should crimi- 
nal practices raise up agaiuct my government obstacles 
which t ecannet end wish not to forsee, I should find 
strength to surmouwat them in my resolution to maintain 
public peace, in the just ecufidence of Frenchmen, and 
in the love which tlrey have always shown for their 
| kings.”’ 
| The number of deputies pre: 
chambers was about 500, 

Phe state of the courtyy intensely occupies the atten- 
| tion of the Britis’ eS it seems agreed upon 
| that there must be a reduction of taxes, and to a large 

amount. W« have not time for pactieulars this week. 

ly ts settled that prince f he the sovereign of 
WaPCCOd, ai! i i tii : povernment wi l, at 
once, give hius £750,000 to relingu.sh the annuity of 
50,000, settled upon him for life, on his marriage with 
the princess Charlotte. ‘The three allied powers are 
stated to have been unanimous in the imposition of this 
prince on the Greeks. 


nt at the opening of the 
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Portagal remains in a horrid state. The British de- 
Fy any decided interference in the affairs of this king- 

om. 

The French seem resolved to make a large establish- 
ment on the island of Madagascar, though they recently 
suffered a defeat in theirattack upon “Fou! Point,” and 
lost 30 men killed. 

Claims on France. The Constitutionnel of Mareh 1st, 
contains a speculation on the subject of the claims of 
American citizens on the French government, in which 
the obligation of discharging them is strongly urged.— 
The writer concludes by saying: ‘*We have strong rea- 
sons to believe that the cabinet of St. James has constant- 
ly endeavored to persuade the government of the United 
States to renew their demands, and that of France to re- 
ject them, hoping to introduce coolness and. the seeds of 
dispute between the two powers interested in the free- 
dom of the seas. | 

“It appears that though the principle has been recog- 

nized, nothing has as yet been decided on or agreed to 
between the ministers of the United States and France. 
We pray that all difficulties may be accommodated, jus- 
tice done, and that the relations between France and the 
United States may not be interrupted.” 





ATTEMPTED REVOLUTION IN CUBA. 

We published an extract of a letter from Havana, un- 
‘der date of 27th ult. says the Balt. ‘‘American,” which 
stated that a conspiracy to throw off the yoke of Spain 
-and declare Cuba independent, had just been discovered, 
and that a number of arrests had taken place. Our atten- 
tive correspondent has forwarded us a copy of the pro- 
clamation issued on the occasion by gen. Vives, which 
we here annex:— 

INHABITANTS OF THE ISLAND OF Cuba!—The flatter- 
ing picture which this fortunate island presents, the re- 
sult of your loyalty and good sense, (sensatez) cannot 
but irritate the revolutionists of the adjacent continent, 
who regard with angry envy our prosperity and wealth, 
ewhile they are seen bowed down by poverty and anarchy, 
the inevitable consequence of their rebellion. . This hap- 
py land, the abode of peace, plenty and loyalty, pre- 
sents to the world a striking contrast: enjoying under the 
mild government of her king, all the blessings which 
spring from security of property, the uninterrupted pro- 
gress of the arts, education and science, while revolutions, 
factions, discord and anarchy have established their em- 
pire in the rebellious provinces, and their natural con- 
sequence has been immorality, licentiousness and the 
wretchedness induced by this state of disorder; and since 
these malcontents have spared no means nor efforts to 
disturb your repose, they have not found it difficult to al- 
lure to their faction, some of the inhabitants of this island. 
Some of them ungrateful for the hospitality they have 
here received, wot others uncircumspect (incautos) have 
been misled by fallacious theoris, ignorant of the irre- 
sistable arguments based upon a simple comparison be- 
tween the state of refinement and propriety, of the ever- 
Aaithful island of Cuba, and the deplorable state of the 
-continent since the moment of its separation from the 
paternal yee Yt of his majesty. Madmen! (Insen- 
satos!) all men of sense in this island are faithtul to the 
king our saster, from affection, frum gratitude, and a 
conviction that in her loyalty and union to the parent 
state, they hold the only guarantee which secures her 
well-being; and that the day which severs these sacred 
bonds will be the last of her happiness and even of her 
existence. 

The ridiculous conspiracy is discovered, which could 
only have proved disastrous to the malcontents (malva- 
dos) who projected it. ‘hose who may be convicted of 
the crime will be punished with all the rigor of our Jaws, 
because public vengeance as well as our own safety de- 
mands it.. Citizens of Cuba, repose entire confidence 
in your chief magistrate, who, assisted by his colleagues, 
has done an! will do his duty, to sustain you in the en- 
joyment of all your present benefits, fulfilling the oit re- 
peated orders of the king our lord, and whieh are so 

tefal to his heart, that it never throbs with pleasure, 
at when contemplating you as contented and happy. 
FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES, 
Havana, Feb. 26, 1850. 
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NATIONAL CURRENCY. 
Senate of the United States, March 29, 1830, 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, made the following report: 
The committee on finance, to which was referred a rego. 

lution of the 30th December, 1829, directing the commit. 

tee to inquire into the expediency of establishing an 
uniform national currency for the United States, and 
to report thereon to the senate, report: 

That nothing short of the imperative order of the sen- 
ate could induce the committee to enter on a subject so 
surrounded with difficulty. They undertake it with dit- 
fidence and a distrust of their capacity to elucidate a sub- 
ject that has engaged many uations, and the pens of the 
ablest writers, without, as yet, coming to any definite 
conclusion. It still remains to be determined, what is 
the soundest and most uniform currency? One nation 
assumes one system, another a different plan. Jn one 
nation a plan is devised, and succeeds for a time by pru- 
dent and restrictive emissions. Elated with success, 
larger and more extensive emissions are risqued; a rapid 
nominal rise of all property takes place; the people are 
not aware that such nominal rise is the effect of deprecia- 
tion; the bubble bursts, and ruin to the unsuspecting, is 
the consequence. All history shows such a result in 
several nations, and particularly in that of the United 
States. The committee, engaged on. a variety of. sub- 
jects, cannot devote so much time on the resolution as 
the mover must believe would be necessary to develope 
fully the question before them, to wit: A sound and 
uniform national currency. Presuming from the tenor 
of the resolution, that the uniform national currency pro- 
posed, must be prepared by the national government, 
circulated under its authority, and maintained by its 
credit, the committee have complied with the instruction 
of the senate, by endeavoring to devise some plan, 
through whieh the agency of the government, in such a 
measure, cottld be sate or useful; but, after giving to it 
all the consitleration they could bestow, their reflections 
have resulted in a belief that any such measure must re- 
solve itself, at last, into a mere system of paper money, 
issued by the government. ‘The resort to the issue of a 
paper money has been often the desperate expedient of 
the wantsofa nation. Ithas then found its justification 
only in the necessity which created it: yet such are its 
inevitable evils, thatevery prudent government has, the 
moment its pressing exigencies permitted, returned to 
the only safe basis of a circulating medium, the precious 
metals, and the private credits attached to the use of them. 
Such were the expedients of the government of the 
United States during its two wars, such its immediate 
abandonment of them atthe return of peace. But, in the 
present condition of the treasury of the United States, 
with a revenue far beyond its wants, with a debt almost 
nominal, and hastening to its entire extinguishment, such 
a measure is not needed by the interests of the govern- 
ment, nor is there the slightest indication of its being de- 
manded by the wants of the country. Of such an issue 
of paper money, the executive at Washington would be 
the natural fountain. The agents of the executive, the 
natural channels. The individuals, corporations an¢é 
states who borrowed it, must become debtors to the gov- 
ernment; and the inevitable consequence would be the 
creation of a monied engine of direct dependence on the 
officers of government, at variance with the whole scheme 
of our institutions, The limit to which this currency 
should be issued, the persons to whom it would be lent, 
the securities taken for its repayment, the places where 
it should be redeemed, involve great complication and 
great hazard, regarding it merely in a financial point of 
view, while, on more enlarged considerations of political 
expediency, the objections to it are, in the opinion of the 
committee, insuperable and fatal. 

Believing sucha scheme to be impracticable, the com- 
mittee were consoled with the reflection that it is unne- 
cessury, as they are satisfied that the country is in the en 
joyment of an uniform national currency, not only soun 
and uniform in itself, and perfectly adapted to all the pur 
poses of the government and the community, but more 
sound and uniform than that possessed by any other couns 
try. Uhe importance of this truth will justify the eom- 
mittee in stating some details to establish it. 

The currency ct the United States, the only legal eur- 





rency, is gold and silver. All debts to the government, 
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and all debts to individuals, being received in that me- 
dium, and inno other. As, however, the amount of 
coin requisite for these pes would be unmanageable 
and inconvenient, the United States, like other com- 
mercial countries, have adopted the system of making 
credit supply many of the uses of coin; and numerous 
banking compaies have been established, issuing notes, 
promising to pay, on demand, gold and silver. The 
government of the United States has established one of 
a similar character; and for the convenience of the com- 
runity, the public revenue is collected in gold and sil- 
vee, the notes of the bank of the United States, and the 
notes of such solvent state banks, as the bank of the 
United States and its branches will receive as eash. 


The currency, therefore, of the United States, in its 
relation to the government of the the United States, 
consists of gold and silver, and of notes equivalent to 
gold and silver. And the inquiry which naturally pre- 
sents itself, is, whether this mixed mass of currency is 
sound and uniform for all the practical purposes of the 
government, and the trade of the union. ‘That it is so, 
will appear from the following facts: 

Ast. The government receives its revenue from— 

843 custom houses, 
42 land offices, 

8004 post offices, 

134 receivers of internal revenue, 
37 marshals, 
33 clerks of courts. 


These, with other receiving officers, which need not 
be specified, compose an aggregate of more than 9,000 
persons, dispersed through the whole of the union, who 
collect the public revenue. From these persons, the 
government has, for the ten years preceding the Ist of 
January, 1830, received, $230,068,855 17. This sum 
has been collected in every section of this widely exten- 
ded country. It has been disbursed at other points, ma- 
ny thousand miles from the places where it was collected, 
and yet ithas been so collected and distributed, without 
the loss, as far asthe committee can learn, of a single 
dollar, and without the expense of a single dollar to the 
government, Thata currency, by which the govern- 
ment has been thus enabled to collect and transfer such 
an amount of revenue to pay its army and navy, and all 
its expenses, and the national debt, is unsafe and un- 
sound, cannot readily be believed; for there can be no 
surer test of its sufficiency, than the simple fact that every 
dollar received in the form of a bank note, in the remot- 
est parts of the interior, is, without charge, converted 
into a silver dollar, at every one of the vast number of 
places where the service of the government requires its 
disbursement. The secretary of the treasury, in his re- 
port of the 6th of December, 1828, declares that, during 
the four years preceding, the receipts of the government 
had amounted to more than ninety-seven millions of 
dollars, and that “all payments on account of the public 
debt, whether for interest or principal; all on account 
of pensions; all for the civil list; for the army; for the 
navy; or for whatever purpose wanted, in any part of the 
union, have been punctually met.” The same officer 
states, that “it is the preservation of a good currency 
that_can alone impart stability to property, and prevent 
those fluctuations in its value, hurtful alike to individue 
als, and to national wealth. ‘This advantage, the dank 
has secured tothe community, by confining within pru- 
dent limits its issues of paper,” &c. Ke. 


2d. If this currency is thus sound and uniform for the: 
sovernment, it is not less so to the community, 

The basis of ali good curreney should be the precious 
metals, gold and silver; and in a mixed currency of paper | 
circulating with gold or silver, and convertible into it, 
the great object to be attained is, that the paper should 
always be equal to gold or silver; that is, it should always 
be exchangeable for gold or silver. Such a currency is 
perfect, uniting the convenience of a portable material 
with the safety of a metalic medium. Now it cannot be 
doubted, that throughout this whole country, the circu- 
lating bank notes are equal to specie, and convertible 
to specie, There may be, and probably are, excep- 
tions; because among banks, us among men, there are 
some who make a show of unreal strength. But it isa 


community as to be undeniable, that, in all the Atlantic 

and commercial cities, and generally speaking throuhout 

the whole country, the notes of the state banks are 

equal to gold or silvcr. The committee do not mean 

to say that there may not be too many banks, or that in- 

solvencies do not occasionally oceur among them; but as 

every bank which desires to maintain its character, must 

be ready to make settlements with the bank of the 

United States, as the agent of the government, or be 

immediately discredited, and must therefore keep its 

notes equal to gold or silver, there can be little danger 

to the community, while the issues of the bunks are re- 

strained from running to excess, by the salutary control 

of the bank of the United States, whose own circulation 

is extremely moderate, cumpared with the amount of 
its capita). Accordingly, the fact is, that the general 

credit of the banks is good, and that their paper is always 
convertible into gold or silver, and for all local purposes 
forms a local currency equivalent to gold and silver. 

There is, however, superadded to this currency, a gen- 

eral currency more known, more trusted, and more val- 
able than the local currency, which is employed in the 
exchanges between different parts of the country. ‘These 
are the notes of the national bank. ‘These notes are re- 
eeivable for the government, by the 9,000 receivers, 
scattered throughout every part of the country. They 
are in fact, in the course of business, paidin gold or 
silver, though they are not legally, or necessarily so 
paid, by the branches of the bank in every section of the 
union. In all commercial places they are received, in 
all transaetions, without any reduction in value, and 
never, under any circumstances, does the paper, from 
the remotest branches, vary beyond a quarter of one per 
cent. in its actual exchange for silver. Here, then, is 2 
currency as safe as silver; more eonvenient, and more 
valuable than silver, which, through the whole western 
and southern, and interior parts of the union, is eagerly 
sought in exchange for silver; which in those sections 
often bears a premium paid in silver; which is through- 
out the union equal to silver in payment to the govern- 
ment ail payments to individuals in business; and which, 
whenever siiver is needed in any part of the country; 
will command it, without the charge of the slightest 
fraction of a per centage. By means of this currency, 
funds are transmitted at an expense less than in any other 
country. In no “95 | country can a merchant do what 
every citizen of the United States can do—deposite, tor 
instance, his silver at St. Louis, or Nashville, or New 
Orleans, and receive notes, which he can carry with him 
1,000 or 1,500 miles, to the Atlantic cities, and there 
receive for them an equivalent amount of silver, without 
any expense whatever; and in no possible event an ex- 
pense beyond a quarter of one per cent. If, however, a 
citizen does not wish to incur the anxiety of carrying 
these notes with him, or torun the hazard of the mail, 
he may, instead of them, receive a draft, payable to 
himself or his agent alone, so as to ensure the receipt of 
an equal amount, at an expense of not one-half, and o!- 
ten not one-fourth of the actual cost of carrying the sil- 
ver. ‘The owner of funds, for instance, at St, Louis or 
Nashville, can transfer them to Philadelphia for one- 
half per cent.;from New Orleans, generally, without any 
charge at all—at most, one-half per cent.; from Mobile, 
from par to one-half per cent.; trom Savannah, at one- 
half per cent.; and from Charleston, at from par to one- 
quarter per cent.* 





as near to perfection as oould be desired: for here isa 
currency issued at twenty-four different parts of the 
union, obtainable by any citizen who has money or credit. 
When in his possession, it is equivalent to silver in all 
his dealings with all the 9,000 agents of the government, 





*A large table is added, shewing the rates at which 
the bank of the United States and its offices mutually 
dispose of drafts on one another, which is the cost of 
transferring funds from one place to any other at which 
an office is established. e have not a copy of the 
table just now at hand—the substance of it, however, Is 
sufficiently shewn in the matters stated. The average 
of the business transacted, we suppose, does not exéeed 
a cost of 3-8ths of one per cent—perhaps hardly amounts 








fact so familiar to the experience of every citizen in the 


to a fourth, {En. Ree. 


This seems to present @ state of currency approaching 
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throughout the union. In all his dealings with the inte- 
‘rior it is bette than silvers in all his dealings with the 
commercial cities, equal to silver; and if, for any pur- 
pares he desires the silver with which he bought it, 
t is at his disposal, almost universally, without any dimi- 
nution, and never more than a diminution of one quar- 
ter per cent. It is not easy to imagine, it is scarcely ne- 
eessary to desire, any curreney better than this. 

It is not among its least advantages, that it bears a pro- 


" ‘per relation to the real business and exchange of the coun- 


try; being issued only to those whose credit entitles them 
to it, nessa. with the wants of the active operations 
of society, and diminishing, as these subside, into com- 
parative inactivity—while it is the radical vice of all gov- 
ernment paper to be issued without regard to the busi- 
ness.of the community, and to be governed wholly by 
considerations of convenience to the government. 

After escaping so recently from the degradation of a 
Gepreciated paper currency, the committee would abstain 
ge thing which might, however remoteiy, re- 
vive it. The period is not remote when, in the language 
of the late sgeretary of the treasury, the country was op- 
pressed by a ‘‘currency without any basis of coin, or 
other effective check, andof no value, as a medium of re- 
mittance or exchange, beyond the jurisdiction of the state 
whenee it had been issued—a currency that not unfre- 
quently imposed upon the treasury the necessity of meet- 
ing, by extravagant premiums, the mere act of transfer- 
ring the revenue, collected at one point, te defray un- 
avoidable expense at another.” It is still within the re- 
@ollection of the senate, when, at the seat of government 
itself, specie could only be had at 20 or 22 per cent. in 
exchange for the bank paper promises to pay specie; that 
for bank notes of Baltimore, 2 per cent. were paid; for 
those of Philadelphia, 6 to 7 per cent. for those of New 
York, 15 to 16 per cent. and for those of Boston, 20 to 
22 per cent; ruinous inequalities, which have now hap- 
pily disappeared. 

’ $d. The soundness of the currency may be further il- 
lustrated by the present condition of the foreign ex- 
ohanges. 

Exchange on England is, at the present moment, more 
Phan one per cent. under par; that is, more than one per 
went. in favor of the United States, ‘This being the real 
fact, digguised by the common forms of quoting exchange 
on England at between 8 and 9 per cent. premium, 

‘dt would lead the committee too far from its present 

urpose to explain that the original estimate of the Amer- 

n dollar, as being worth four shillings and sixpence, 
and that, therefore, the English pound sterling is worth 
$4 44, is wholly erroneous, and occasions a constant mis- 
apprehension of the real state of our intercourse with 
Great Britain. The Spanish dollar has not,for a centu- 
ry, been worth four and six pence: the American dollar 
never was; and whatever artificial value we may assign to 
our coins, is wholly unavailing to them in the crucibles of 

London or Paris. According to the latest accounts from 

ndon, at the close of December last, the Spanish dol- 
lar, instead of being worth four shillings and six pence, 
or 54 pence, was worth only 494 pence; the Auinerican 
dollar at least one fourth per cent. less; so that, to pro- 
duce one hundred times four and six pence, it would be 
necessary to send to England, not 100 dollars, but 109 1-16 
Spanish dollars, or 109} of the United States’ dollars. — 
If to this be added the expenses and charges of sending 
the money and converting it into English gold, it will cost 
111; sothat 111 is, at this moment, the real par of ex- 
change between the United States and England. If, 
therefore, a bill at sight can be procured for jess than 
this sum, or a bill at sixty daysfor one per cent. less, 
say 110 per cent. it ischeaperthan sending silver; that is 
to say: he who has silver tosend to England can purchase 


a bill on London for a greater amount than he could get | 


if he shipped the silver itself, and of course exchange 
would be in favor of the United States against England. — 
Now, such bills can be bought at a less rate, by more 
than one per cent. in every city in the United States. 
This fact is conclusive as to the state of the currency.— 
If the bank notes of the country were not equal to specie, 
specie would be at a premium, which it no where is at 
resent. Ifthe currency were unsound, more must be 
paid of that carrency in order to produce an equal amount 
of coin in another country where these bank notes do 





—— 


not circulate. But if, as is the case at present the bank 
notes are convertible into specie; if you can buy with bank 
notes as much as you can buy with silver; and if, in the 
transactions of the country abroad, the merchants, who, 
if the notes were not equal to coin, would go to the bank 
and ship the coin, cun pay as much debt in foreign coun- 
tries with the notes as by sending the coin; there seems 
nothing wanting to complete the evidence of the sound- 
ness and uniformity of the currency. 

On the whole, the committee are of opinion that the 
present state of the currency is safe for the community, 
and meg useful to the government; that for some 
years past, it has been improvmg by the infusion into the 
circulating medium of a larger portion of coin, and the 
substitution of the paper of more solvent banks in liew of 
those of inferior credit; and that, if left to the progress 
of existing laws and institutions, the partial inconvenien- 
ces, which still remain, of the paper currency of the last 
war, will be wholly and insensibly remedied. Under 
these circumstances, they deem it prudent to abstain from 
all legislation; to abide by the practical good which the 
country enjoys, and to put nothing to hazard by doubtful 
experiments. 

he committee submit, for the information of the se- 
nate, certain questions propounded to the president of 
the bank of United States, together with his answers 
thereto, and a document furnished by that officer, show- 
ing the rates of exchange at which drafts are drawn by 
the bank of the United States and its offices of diseount 
and deposit; and ask to he discharged from the further 
consileration of the subject. 
Questions submitted to the president of the bank of the 

United States, with his answers. 

Question 1. When the bank went into operation was 
not Philadelphia paper ten per cent. worse than Boston, 
and that much better than Baltimore? 

Answer. Philadelphia paper was 17 fr cent. worse 
than Boston paper—9 to 94 worse than New York paper 
44 better than Baltimore. 

Q. 2. Were not the state banks indebted to the go- 
vernment in large sums, which they could not have paid 
in sound currency? If so, to what amount? And did 
not the bank, in many instances, assume those debts and 
pay them in sound currency, (itso to what amount? and 
indulge those banks until it was convenient for them to 
pay? and did not the baiik lose money by such indul- 
gence? 

A. Inthe year1817 and 1818 the government transfer- 
red tothe bank at Philadelphia, from the state institutions, 
$7,472,419 87, which wascashed, and $3,336,691 67 vu! 
special deposite, to be collected by the bank, making 
$10,809,111 54. The loss sustained by the bank, I can- 
notestimate. I should willingly compromise for a loss 
of only $200,000, 

Q. 3. Has the bank at any time oppressed any of the 
state banks? 

A. Never. There are very few banks which might 
not have been destroyed by an exertion of the power ot 
the bank. None have ever been injured. Many have 
been saved. And more have been, and are constantly 
relieved, when it is found that they are insolvent, but 
are suffering under temporary difficulty. 

Q. 4. When a state bank becomes indebted to the 
bank to an improper extent, what course do you pursue’ 
Do you let them go beyond a certain amount and what 
is that amount? ea? 

A. The great object is to keep the state banks within 
proper limits; to make them shape their business accord- 
ing to their means. For this purpose they are called 
upon to setile; never furced to pay specie, if it ean be 
avoided, but payment is taken in their bills of exchange, 
or suffered to lie occasionally until the bank can turn 
round; no amount of debt is fixed, because the princi- 
ple we wish to establish is, that every bank should al- 
ways be ready to provide for its notes. 

Q. 5. If you give drafts on any of the branches, oF 
from one branch on another, or on the mother bank, what 
isthe commission charged? 

A. The charge for dratts is less than the transporta- 
tion of specie. 1 send a detailed statement on this point. 

Q. 6. Do you, and at every branch, pay specie on de- 
|mand? las there ever been a refusal? 
| A. Never. . 
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7 7. Can you state whether specie is more or less 
Pio in the United States at present, than at, any 
former period? 


A. At the present moment, I think, specie is more 
abundant than usnal. It comes in as usual. And the 


hanges with Europe is such that it is 
a peg ing © 59 than to ship coin, The bank had 
on the first instant, $7,608,000, which is more than it has 
i ears past. 
a6 "When the debt is annually paid off to foreigners, 
do they remit in specie or bills of exchange? Do you 
supply the means in either way? , 

A. When foreigners are paid off, a part is re-invested 
in other stocks, apart goes in bills, a consideranle por- 
tion of which are bills of the bank. Speci: is never re- 
sorted to unless the bill market is so high as to make that 
mode of remittance cheaper. 

Q. 9. Since you commenced the purchase and sale of 
bills of exchange, has the rate varied: if so, to what ex- 
tent? 

A. The operations of the bank in exchange has had 
the effect of preventing the great fluctuations to which 
they were previously liable. 

Q. 10. What is the reason that exchange on England 
eontinues above what was formerly considered the par, 
that is, the dollar valued at 4s. 6d. sterling?—Is it that 
the intrinsic value of the dollar has been found to be 
less than 4s. 6d.2 If so, what is that intrinsic value! 

A. The reason is, that we choose to call our dollar 
4s. 6d. when it never has been worth four and cixpence, 
and of course when it goes abroad, it is estimated not by 
the name we give it, but according to its real value. 





LANDS FOR EDUCATION, 
In the house of representatives, March 18, 1830. 

Mr. Hunt, from the select committee to which the sub- 
ject had been referred, made the following report: 
The committee appointed on the 19th January last, to 
inquire into the expediency of appropriating the nett 
proceeds of the eales of the public lands among the se- 

#eral states and territories for the purposes of educa- 

tion, in proportion to the representation of each in the 

house. ol representatives, report: 

The tthe of the United States to the public lands is de- 
rived trom tour sources. First, Treaties with toreign 
powers, Second, Cessions trom individual states to the 
United States on the recommendation of congress under 
the old confederation. Third, Compact with Georgia. 
Fourth, Treaties with Indian tribes. 

By the treaty of peace, concluded with Great Britain 
in 1783, all the claim of the English crown to the gov- 
ernment, propriety, and territorial rights within the boun- 
daries of this new empire, were relinquished to the Unit- 
é: States. 

The French republic, in 1802, by the treaty of Paris, 
ceded to this government that mimense region of country 
which was then called the colony or province of Louisi- 
ana, And im 1819, the king of Spain conveyed to the 
United States East and West Florida, with the adjacent 
islands dependent upon the same. 

In 1802 the state of Georgia, by articles of agreement 
and cession, ceded to the United States all her right and 
title to the lands which now compose almost the entire 
states of Mississippi and Alabama. 

For a purticalar statement of the contents of each 
state and territory, of the donations and sales of the pub- 
lic lands, and other statistical information, reference may 
be had to the report of a select committee, made upon 
this subj. ct at the last session of congress. 

Within the limits of the new states and the three ter- 
ritories that have been formed upon the public domain, 
300,000,000 acres, including the jand to which the In- 
(dian title has not been extinguished, now belong, as 
common property, to the United States. Beyond these 
limits, and comprehending all the region of country from 
the Gulf of Mexico through the whole width of the con- 
Uunent to the Pacific Ocean, there is the immense amount 
ot 800,000,000 acres more. 

The treaty with Great Britain, which acknowledged 
our independence, was the resu.t of war, undertaken in 
seif-delence, and carried to a successful termination, by 
a countless expenditure of treasure, of which the tunded 


and by toils, sacrifices, and blood, too great to admit of 
computation. The expenditures on account of the pub- 


lic lands, sinee the organization of our present govern- 
ment, ure as follows: 

Pureliase of Louisiana $15,000,000 
Purchase of Florida 5,000,000 
Contract with Georgia, and paid for the Ya- 


zoo claims 6,200,000 
Purchases of the Indian tribes 5,811,191 
Incidental expenses of the sales 1,578,339 


as the common property o 





’ *$36,029,191 
Soon after the Declaration of Independence, an im- 


portant question was agitated in reference to that portion 
of the United States, then wild and unappropriated, call- 
ed the western country. Some few of the states claimed 


it as their own separate property. Others denied the 


existence of such exclusive rights, and contended that the 


vacant lands of the west, that might fall from the crown 
by the united efforts of the people, ought to be regarded 

all the states. They were 
then considered as a great fund, out of which the debts 
of the revolution would be principall id; and it was 
declared to be unjust, that certain particular states should 
engross the whole, to ‘‘replace in a short time their ex- 


penditures,” while the others, contributing equally to 


the acquisition of this property, and the prosecution of 
the war, ‘would be left to sink under the pressure of 
enormous debts.” Influenced by a sense of common jus- 
tice, and in pursuance of the resolution of the old con- 
gress, passed in 1780, the states of Virginia, Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, and New York, whose claims com- 
prehended the whole territory northwest of the Ohio river, 
after making some few reservations, ceded the same to 
the United States. 

In 1787, South Carolina conveyed to the U. States all 
her interest in the lands beyond her present boundary. 
Since the adoption of the present constitution, North 
Carolina, in 1790, ceded to the union all that territory 
beyond the Allegany mountains which now forms the 
state of Tennessee, subject however, to so many exten- 
sive claims, previously derived from that state, that the 
government has realized no benefit from sales. 

All the cessions conveyed to the United States the 
right of soil as well as jurisdiction to the territory grant- 
ed, and declared, in terms similar to the language made 
use of in the cession of Virginia, whose title assumed to 
cover the whole northwestern territory, that “the lands 
so ceded, shall be considered a common fund for the use 
and benefit of such of the United States as have become, 
or shall become members of the confederation, or fede- 
ral alliance of said states, Virginia inclusive, according 
to their usual respective proportions in the general — 
and expenditure, and shall be faithfully and bona fide 
disposed of for that purpose and no other.” 

The domain thus vested in the Uuited States, was upon 
no contingency or event to revert back to the states mak- 
ing the cessions, or to become the separate property of 
individual states. It was expressly made a common fund, 
and a trusi and authority were reposed in congress for 
two general purposes. 

First: ‘The formation of new states upon the territory 
ceded, and their admission into the union, 

Second: The sale and disposal of the lands by con- 
gress, for the general use and benefit of all the states. 

The territories purchased of France and Spain, by the 
money drawn from the public treasury, are equally the 
common property of the nation, although they are not 
held upon such express trust or condition as is contain- 
ed in the cessions, Whether acquired in one way or 
the other, the constitution of the United States is appli- 
cable to the whole, and the general legislation over them 
has ever been the same. 

It has been asserted by some individuals, especially 
of late years, that the admission of new states into the 
union, extinguishes the right of the general government 
to the public domain within their limits, and exposes the 
land to immediate seizure by the individual states, as 
their own exclusive property. This <xtraordinary doc- 





*This total is erroneous, or some of the items are in- 
correct. The figures are so stated in the official copy, 





revolutionary debt of $80,000,000, composed but a part, 


and we know not how to correct it. Ep, Rea, 
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trine, which goes at once to destroy the long established 
title of the United States to their most valuable territo- 
ry, is, in the opinion of the committee, so manifestly un- 
just and groundless, as to require no general diseyssion 
or elaborate argument to refute it; and they will, there- 
fore, merely take occasion to referto a single section of 
the constitution, and to one of the compacts entered into 
by the states. 

As fast as the population would admit, new state have 
been created upon the public domain, both within and 
out of the northwestern territory, with all the political 
rights of the original states; and, upon their admission 
ito the union, they have agreed, by express compacts, 
that their legislatures should never interfere with the 
primary disposal of the soil, nor with any regulation 
congress might find necessary for securing the title in 
such soil to the bona fide purchusers. 

The constitution, in article 4, section 3, authorizes 
congress ‘‘to dispose of, and make all needful rules and 
Ay, respecting the territory or other property 
belonging to the United States.” The authority here 
given is over territory as well as all other kinds of pro- 
perty. No differeace is made between them. If the 
property, whether land or personal chattles, belongs to 
the United States, they must necessarily have the power 
as proprietor to hold and possess it. And having this 
power without any limitation, their territorial rig ts, 
equally with their rights to the public moneys or other 
property, may as well exist within as beyond the bound- 
aries of the states. The subsequent part of the above 
article asserts, that *‘nothing in this constitution shall be 
so construed as to prejudice any claim of the United 
States, or any particular state.”” The claim or right of 
the United States to hold and dispose of land in particu- 
lar states, had been previously declared, especially in 
the ordinance. of 1787, and is here in the most explicit 
manner, not only confirmed, but all construction or ar- 
gument drawn from the constitution, prejudicial to such 
right, is expressly excluded, 

In the exercise of the trust and authority to dispose of 
the public domain, congress has directed extensive sur- 
veys to be made into townships, sections, and subdi- 
visions, of the most convenient form, exceeding at this 
time 150,000,000 acres. The whole quantity that has 
been sold to the first of January, 1830, amounts in round 
numbers to 22,500,000 acres; for which the sum of 
37,145,876 dollars has been received, and paid towards 
the redemption of the national debt. 

Besides this appropriation, whichis for the common 
benefit of every state, congress has granted one entire 
section of land, equal to 640 acres, in each township of 
six miles square, in all the states upon the national terri- 
tory, amounting in the whole to upwards of 5,000,000 
acres,to be enjoyed forever by the inhabitants of such 
township, for the use of schools. It has also granted to 
the same states the salt springs, and one twentieth nart 
of the money arising from the sales of land, for the con- 
struction of roads and canals. In addition to these gene- 
ral grants, extensive denations have been made by par- 
ticular acts of congress, for colleges, academies, nume- 
rous individuals, canals, the improvement of navigable 
rivers, and for other objects, of local as well as national 
concern. Gratuities of the public land were formerly 
made with much caution, and with a sparing hand. Of 
late, however, a greater liberality has been manifested, 
and, in the years 1827 and 1828, the donations for inter- 
nal improvements alone exceeded the amount of sales. 
Although most of those grants may be for the advance- 
ment of useful or national objects, yet, from the nature 
of the appropriations, they will often be partial in their 
operation, and confer privileges upon some sections of 
the country, not equally imparted to others. Ifthe whole 
of the public domain should be disposed of by special 
acts of congress, a great increase of difficult legisiation 
would be incurred, and, with the most patient industry, 
and purest intention, it would be impossible for congress 
to make the apportionments to the different parts of the 
union, so as to render equal justice, and give general sa- 
tisfaction. ‘The committee, however, would not be un- 
derstood to imply any opinion against the policy or right 
of making donations, when objects of great interest or 
of national importance are presented. On the contrary, 
they admit the power, and approve the policy, of mak- 








ing such grants. In recommending an equal distrtbution 
of the money that may hereafter arise from the sales of 
land, it isnot the wish or expectation of the committee 
to prevent future donations, or diminish the right and 
privileges of the new states, abridge the power of con. 
gress, or restrain the exercise ef any legislation, in re. 
ference to the public domain. The distribution, as eon. 
templated, will amount to no more than a mere transfer 
of the proceeds of sales now appropriated to redeem 
the public debt, when no longer required for that pur- 
pose, directly to the individual states, for their common 
use and benefit, still leaving to congress the same power 
and discretion of making grants and donations, which it 
has ever before exercised. 

In regulating the sales of the public land, the price has 
ever been regarded asa subject of great delicacy and 
importance. Whether it is now too high or too low, or 
should be graduated in future, the committee would not 
undertake to express any opinion. Some sentiments 
have been advanced, that a liberal policy should induce 
congress to reduce the price toa very low rate, tor the 
benefit of the new states, and even to grant the lands 
without any consideration, to all who might be induced 
to take possession, for the purpose of cultivation. The 
committee are fully of the opimion that the public de 
main ought not to be regarded asa source of great re- 
venue; yet, it cannot be given away to individuals, nor 
even in any partial manner, without violating the vested 
rights of the states, and the trust that is reposed in the 
general government. The price ought never to be so 
high as to obstruct emigration, and cramp the vigorous 
growth of the west, or reduced so low as to encourage 
speculation, or depress materially the value of land here- 
iofore purchased, or the general agricultural interests 
of the country; but fixed ata moderate standard which 
shall render the acquisition of farms easy to al} persons 
of smal] means and common industry, and secure the 
settlement of the new lands as fastas the increase of 
population will admit. 

The following statement will show, that, for the last 
seven years, the uniform and rapid increase of sales, has 
equalled, and probably surpassed, the progress of popula- 
tion, altheugh large donations have been made within the 
same period, It will also appear that the average amount 
paid for the lands, including the auction as well as pri- 
vate sales, has exceeded but a mere trifle the lowest go- 
vernment price of $1 25 per acre. 

Acres of Purchase Incidental = 
land sold. money. of the sales. 

653,319 $850,136 $71,812 

749,323 953,799 74,621 

893,461 1,205,068 72,892 

$47,996 1,127,500 141,212 

026,727 —:1,$18,006 321,281 
1828 965,606 1,221,557 95,765 
1829 1,240,820 1,556,122 95,127 

Estimating the sales of the land for the year #851 at the 
moderate quantity of 1,100,000 acres, at the minimum 
price, and the representative numbers of the United 
States at 12,000,000, the result will give upwards of 
$10,000 to each 100,000 inhabitants, and judging from the 
operation of the past, we have confidence in the beliel, 
that, for many years, and perhaps centuries to come, the 
public territory will yield an income, increasing with the 
growth of population, and allow of the customary grants 
to new states, and liberal donations to objects of general 
interest and importance. 

A great inequality exists between the resources of the 
individual states and of the general government. As the 
latter possesses the exclusive right of indirect taxation 
by duties upon imports, its treasury may always be abun- 
dant, while the means of the former, depending almost 
entirely upon direct taxation, will be small and limited. 
If the separate states should realize the proceeds of the 
future sales, for the purposes indicated in the resolution, 
a sensible relief would be afforded to their burdens, and 
anew interest ereated, flowing from the diffusion of intel- 
ligence to strengthen the bonds for the preservation o 
the union, 

‘The numerous donations of public land for the pur- 
pose of education, and the appropriations of the road = 
canal fund to the new states, being a part of the proceee® 
of sales, have long been considered by different adminis~ 
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trations as the exercise of power authorized by the con- 
stitution. If congress can make diveet grants of land to 
literary institutions or to individual states, oe pore of 
granting the money arising from the sales, would seem to 
be necessarily implied. — Che present resolution calls for 
no power of congress which has not always been exercis- 
ed, neither does it involve the right and pokey of raising 
money by taxation, and transmitting the same to the 
states; but merely requires the equitable distribution of 
the proceeds of a common fund, already belonging to the 
people. ‘The constitution which authorizes congress to 
dispose of the territory belonging to the United States, 
givesan express power over the public domain, and im- 
plies the power to sell and to receive the purchase 
money, and the consequent power to grant and appropri- 
ate the same for all purposes authorized by the constitu- 
tion. 

Opinions have been expressed by some, that the lands 
are pledged for the payment of the national debt, and 
that, therefore, the proceeds cannot be applied to other 
objects till the whole of that debt is extinguished. Bya 
reference to the laws upon this subject, it will be found, 
that itis the faith of the government, and not the land or 
other specific property, which is pledged for the redemp- 
tion of this debt. If the land itself had been pledged, 
how could the millions of acres have been granted for 
military bounties and for other purposes, without violat- 
ing the rights of public creditors, which it is presumed has 
never been done? The provision that is made for the dis- 
charge of the public debt, called the ‘‘sinking fund,” con- 
sists of nothing but the mere appropriations of money de- 
rived from different sources of revenue, and is founded 
entirely upon acts of congress, which may atany time be 
modified or repealed, and a new fund, arising from other 
sources of revenue, be substituted; and so long as any 
provision is made sufficient to fulfil the engagements of 
government, the plighted faith of the nation will remain 
inviolate. By the act of the 4th of August, 1790, the 
public land, itself is not pledged, but the proceeds of the 
sales are appropriated towards sinking and discharging 
the debts of the United States. 1\n like manner the du- 
ties on stills and distilled spirits, among other things, 
were appropriated towards effecting the same object; yet, 
in 1802, and while a large portion of the debt was in exist- 
ence, those duties were repealed. By the act of the 3d 
of March, 1817, all former laws of congress, making ap- 
propviations for the reimbursements of the prinzipal or 
payment of the interest of the public debt, were express- 
ly abolished, and a new sinking fund, amounting to not 
less than $10,000,000 per annum, was created. ‘The ap- 
propriations for this new fund were from “the proceeds 
of the duties on merchandise imported, on the tonnage of 
vessels, from the proceeds of the internal duties, and of 
the sales of the western lands,” and also from surpluses 
of revenue. At the next session of congress succeeding 
this aet, one of the sources of revenue was entirely ex- 
tinguished by the act abolishing the internal duties, and 
cannot the same power abolish either of the other sour- 
ces of revenue, or, if policy require, direct the income 
arising from the same to purposes other than that to 
wh ich it is now appropriated? 

The national debt, however, bas become so reduced, 
that the whole of the sinking fund will not be necessary, 
beyond the present year, for its redemption. The real 
amount of the funded debt on the Ist ot January, 1830, 
was $41,522 869 00 
From this may be deducted the debt, con- 

sisting of stock bearing an interest of 

only three per cent. redeemable at the 
pleasure of government, the market 
value of which is now so high that it can- 
not be purchased at the rate limited by 

the existing law, consisting of 13,296,249 00 

_ _ Balance $28,226,620 00 
Of this balance, there will 


be due, and redeemable in 1830, only $8,017,695 00 





1831 6,018,900 00 
1832 2,227,364 00 
1833 2,227,364 00 
1834 4,735,207 00 





$28,226,620 00 





a 





The amount of the sinking fund which was applied to 
the payment of the public debt in 1829, was $12,405,005. 

Under the continuance of the present system of duties, 
it may be safely estimated that it will not hereafier be 
less than $12 000,000 per annum, From a mere inspec- 
tion of these facts, it is manifest that the fund will soon 
accumulate, and a large proportion remain idle in the 
treasury, unless the revenue 1s reduced, or, in part, ap+ 
propriated to new objects, 





As the proceeds of the sales can be required but 4 
short time longer for the redemption of the public debt, 
and may even now be dispensed with, some provision be- 
comes necessary for their disposal hereafter. Before 
any appropriation was made for the national debt, the 
lands in the western country belonged to the individual 
states. ‘lheir interest still continues, and congress, now 
holding their property in trust, is bound in good faith tc 
dispose of it for their common use and benefit. 

‘he cessions from all the states, except Virginia and 
North Carolina, declare generally, that the territory 
granted shall be for the use and benefit of the United 
States, and such states as may become members of the 
federal alliance, and for no other purpose whatever.— 
The cessions of Virginia and North Carolina further di- 
rect, that the land conveyed shall be for the use and bene- 
fit of the states, according to their several respective pro- 
portions in the general charge and expenditure. Atthe 
time of these cessions, which were made under the old 
confederation, except that of North Carolina, congress 
possessed no power of raising a revenue by taxation, but 
merely made requisitions upon the different states for 
their respective proportions of the general charge and 
expense. Ly the 8th article of the confederation, these 
proportions were to be determined by the value of land, 
thereafter to be estimated. No valuation, however, was 
ever taken, and congress wAs obliged to make arbitrary 
apportionments, founded, as must be presumed, upon the 
best estimate of property and the persons eapable of ren- 
dering assistance to the country. In 1783, a resolution 
was passed recommending that the proportion of charge 
and expense should be determined by the ntemder of in- 
habitants, including those bound to servitude for a term 
of years, and three-fifths of all other persons, except In- 
dians not paying taxes, ‘his is the precise rule which 
was after incorporated into the constitution for the ap- 
portionment of direct taxes and representatives among 
the states. In the year succeeding this resolution, Vir- 
ginia made her cession; and after the adoption of the 
constitution, in 1790, North Carolina did the same. It 
may be presumed that these states had reference to the 
above principle for ascertaining the respective propor- 
tions of charge and expense; and, of course, the interest 
in the land ceded, to which each state was entitled,— 
The committee believe that such was the expectation of 
the parties, and that, when the distribution of the pro- 
ceeds is made, it should be upon that principle. ‘he 
rule may be applied with equal justice and propriety to 
the whole of the public domain. It is founded upon the 
basis of taxation and population; is in accordance with 
the constitution; and, if the money is applied to the pro- 
motion of education, it will distribute the same to the 
different states and territories, according to the number 
of persons to be educated, and the general expense of 
instruction, 


The adoption of the population upon which represen- 
tation is founded, instead of the number of representa- 
tives in this house, as the guide of distribution, is perfect- 
ly consistent with the principle of the resolution, and 
will prevent any loss or inequality in the different states, 
particularly the small ones, that may result from frac- 
tions in the representative numbers, 


The committee propose that the general distribution 
be founded upon the next census to be taken; that it 
go into operation on the Ist of July, 1831, and be regu- 
jJated thereafter by every decennial enumeration. As 
the relative increase of population in the new states, upon 
the public domain, will be more rapid than in the old 
ones, they recommend that, for their benefit, an enu- 
meration be taken at the end of five years succeeding 
each general census. 

In relation to the application of the money arising from 
the public lands, the committee are well satisfied that, if 
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it be limited to any single object, the permanent and 
general diffusion of intelligence being so important, not 
only to the prosperity and honor of the country, but es- 
sential to the very existence and preservatiun of our re- 
publican institutions, that it presents the first and strong- 
est cluir to the attention and patrenage of government. 
The promotion of other objects, however, are of so great 
and general importance, that it is worthy of considera- 
tion whether some latitude of discretion should not be 
entrusted to the legislatures of the different states, to 
select objects interesting to themselves, to which their 
portion of the revenue might, in whole or in part, be ap 

plied. Asthe resolution is limited to education only, 
the committee recommend the accompanying bill tor 
that purpose, 





TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS—1ST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

April 1. Anumber of resolutions were offered and 

referred. Among the petitions presented were several 

praying thatthe Indians may be protected in the posses- 

sion of their property and in the exercise of their laws, &e, 

Mr. Knight laid on the table a letter from Samuel A. 
Worcester to Samuel Coodey, on the state of civilization 
among the Cherokees, which was ordered to be printed 
and appended to the report of the secretary of war of 
the 26th ult. 

The vice president communicated a letter from the 
secretary of the treasury, transmitting, in compliance with 
two resolutions of the senate of the 24th ultimo, the fol- 
lowing letter from the first comptroller of the treasury, 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Treasury department, compitroller’s office, 
26th March, 1839. 

Sir: By the two resolutions of the senate of the 24th 
instant, which you have referred to me, the following in- 
formation is called for, viz: 


1. Whether the late marshal at Key West, who was 
appointed in the recess, in the place ot Henry Wilson, 
removed, gave any security, and if any, who they are. 


2. Whether any money was advanced to him, how 
much, at what time, and on what authority, and whether 
it has been accounted for, or any steps taken for its re- 
covery since he has been removed. 


3. Whatamount ofrevenue has been collected at 
Key West, annually, for two years past, and what sum 
the bond of the present collector would secure, or the 
penalty ofthe bond and the names of the suretics, and 
by whom approved. 

In reply to the first and second queries, I have the ho- 
nor to state that John Deane, who succeeded Henry Wil- 
son, as marshal of Key West, gave a bond of which the 
enclosed is a copy, together with the endorsements on it, 
respecting the sufficiency of the sureties, and the en- 
dorsement of the hon. secretary of state, as to the condi- 
tional acceptance of the bond (1;) that the sum of $500 
was advanced to him on the 9ih July, 1829, and the sum 
of $2000 on the 350th October, 1829, on his letter of re- 
quisition, dated at Key West, the 17th September pre- 
ceding; the Jatter sum being the amount advanced to his 
predecessor in office. 

That Mr. Deane having rendered no accounts of his 
disbursements, no settlement with him has been made at 
the treasury, and consequently, the amount he may ac- 
tually owe the government is not known (2;) and that no 
steps have been taken tor the recovery of whatever may 
be due from him, his removal having but recently been 
made. 

it is understood that so much of the information sought 
by the Sd query, as relates to the amount of revenue 
which has been collected at Key West annually for two 
years past, will be furnished by the register of the trea- 
sury (3.) 

As «ffording the other information in that query, Lalso 
enclose herewith a copy of the official bond of the col- 
lector of that district, together with copies of the several 
endorsements on it (4. lL have the honor, &c. 

JUS. ANDERSON, comptroller. 

Note 1. The penalty of the bond is $20,000, aud the 
sureties to it are i W. Simmington, J. Whitehead, and 
R. D. Riehardson. 


| 


ee] 


2. Mr. Deane’s letter to the secretary of the treasy 
of 25th ultimo, statesthat a protracted and dan erou 
illness has hitherto prevented him from rendering his om 
counts, and promises to do so on his return to Ke 
bt : y 

3. The register ststes the ss amount of 
which accrued at Key West iets 828, to be $25,753 oo 
and that in 1829, to be $40,644 2. ‘ 

4, The penalty of the bond of Algernon S. Thru 
the collector, is $2,000: and the names of the sy 
are Alfred Thruston and Pat. Henry Pope. 

Mr. Burnet presented a memorial trom Ralph Reeder 
setting forth that he has invented an instrument to obyj_ 
ate the defects of the magnetic needle in high latitudes 
and praying the patronage of the government. . 

The message ofthe president ofthe U. States of the 
30th ult. relative to establishing a naval station in the 
Dry Tortugas, was ordered to be printed. 

The senate proceeded to consider the report of the 
committee on finance, on the expediency of establishin 
an uniform national currency for the United States; and 
in concurrence therewith—ordered, that the committee 
be discharged from the further consideration of the sub. 
ject. (See page 126.) 

Numerous private bills were severally read and re. 
ferred, and then the senate adjourned. 

April 2. Sundry bills from the committee on public 
lands, were reported without amendment. 

Several private bills from the house of representatives, 
were passed andreturned. The bill from the house to 
pay expenses incurred in holding ludian treaties, was con- 
sidered in committee of the whole, and no amendment 
being offered, it was read a third time, passed, and re- 
turned. 

The bill to enable the president to extinguish Indian 
titles in Indiana, was read a third time, passed, and sent 
to the house of representatives for concurrence. Yeas 37, 

The following, among other bills, which originated in 
the senate, was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 

To grant to the state of Alabama certain lands for the 
purpose of improving the navigation of the Coosa river, 
and to connect its waters with those of the Tennessce 
river, by acanal. [Passed next day—yeas 28, nays 9.] 

[Grants to the state tor the objects indicated in the 
title, three hundred thousand acres of (he unappropriated 
lands within the state, and authorizes the sale thereol, 
not below the minimum price of the public lands. } 

The bill for the establishment of a surgeon general in 
the navy, was read a second time, slightly amended, and 
laid on the table. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of the un- 
finished business of yesterday, on the bill from the house 
of representatives, to establish a uniform rule for the 
computation of the mileage of members of congress, and 
for other purposes, and it was laid on the table on mo- 
tion by Mr. Bidd. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the re- 
solution of Mr. Foot, in relation to future surveys and 
sales of the public lands. 

Mr. Johnston addressed the senate, in continuation, 
until 4 o’clock, when he gave way to a motion to ad 
joucn; and the senate accordingly adjourned to Monday. 

April 5, Mr. Holmes submitted the following resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed to 
inform the senate, whether any money has been paid by 
him to the present printer for congress in advance for 
work to be done, and if so, how much, when, why, and 
under what circumstances, 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed to 
inform the senate whether any change has been made by 
him in the contract for carrying the mail between George 
town and Charleston, (S. C.), if so, why, what the change 
is, and what the additional expense; and also the same 
information in regard to the contract for carrying the 
mail between Fayetteville, N. Carolina, and Camden, 
South Carolina. 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed to 
inform the senate whether any change has been made by 
him in the mode of carrying the mail between Mobile 
and New Orleans, and it so, what time has been gained, 
and what is the additional expense—and also, m what 
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cuse. Meal aga ta] 
Resolved 1 hat the postmasts regenera: ve res | 
A ‘o what pewspapers he has publis! 
inform the senate in wha pay "spi 
the advertisements for contracts to cari the Malls, HOW | 
long those publications have continued, whethe hey | 


-y Na PS, Fe ~~ waeklay nai 
have been made Ib daily, trieweekly, Or weekly pray 
at the same time, and what ja the expense of suc 


cations. 


Resolved, That the postmaster general be divecied to} an 


inform the senate whether any, and if any, what addi- 
tional clerks have been employed by him—what is the 
additional expense, and why it has become necessary ’ 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed to 
inform the senate what sums have been expended by him 
jn alterations and repairs, and for furniture for the de- 
partment, designating the alterations and repairs, and 
distinguishing between these and the furniture. 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed to 
inform the senate of the number and names of the agents 
employed by his department, where they reside, what 
are their employments and compensations. 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed to 
inform the senate whether under any contracts for carry- 
ing the mail by stage, he has permitted it to be carried any 
part ofthe time on horse-back, specifying the cases, and 
giving the reasons. ) ' 

Resolved, ‘That the postmaster general be directed to 
inform the senate whether any of his contracts have been 
given to men incompetent to perform them, and if so, how 
it has happened—whether any useless routes have been 
put into operation and run on the same roads with estab- 
lished mails, and if so why—whether any mails have been 
turned from the directions established by congress, and 
directed to different points, and if so, for what cause— 
specifying the cases and the reasons. 

Numerous petitions were presented praying that the 
southern Indians may be protected. 

After the reception of a large number of reports from 
different committees, Xc. the senate went into the con- 
sideration of executive business, and then adjourned. 

April 6. Atter some preparatory business, ten en- 
grossed bills, received from the house of representatives, 
were read and referred. 

On motion by Mr. White, the bill to provide for an ex- 
change of lands with the Indians residing in any of the 
states or territories, and for their removal west of the 
river Mississippi, was considered in committee of the 
whole; and 

Mr. White, who reported the bill, explained its ob- 
ject, and, anticipating objections, he discussed at large 

the rights of the Indians, the rights of the states, and the 
power of the general government, in reference to the 
right of the former to self government within the limits 
of a sovereign state, against the will of such state, &c. 

_ Mr. Frelinghuysen then rose and said, that, as he de- 
sired to make some remarks on the subject of the bill, 
but ashe was much indisposed, and it was new late, he 
would move an adjournment. 

At the request of Mr. McKinley, Mr. F. withdrew 
his motion, and Mr. McK. moved to add to the 4th sec- 
tion these words. ‘‘And, upon the payment of such 
valuation, the improvements so valued and paid for shall 
pass to the United States, and possession shall not after- 
wards be permitted to any of the same tribe.” 

After some conversation between Messrs. Forsyth, 
Sprague, and McKinley, on the effect intended by the 
amendment; and, before the question on the amendment 
was taken, the senate adjourned. 

April 7. The resolutions offered by Mr. Holmes on 
the 3d inst. were taken up, considered, and, on motion 
of Mr, Grundy, laid on the table. 

After the presentation of memorials, reports, &c. 

The senate resumed, as in committee of the whole, the 
consideration of the bill to provide for an exchange of 
lands with the Indians residing in any of the states or ter- 
po and for their removal west of the river Missis- 

ppi. 

Mr. McKinle 


O offer it ata different stage of the bill. 


Frelinghuysen then rose in reply to Mr. White, 


withdrew the amendment which he 
mid to to the 4th section, yesterday, intending, as he 


contractors, how much, and for what reasons in enen | posing two additioval sections to the bill, in the form of 


the Lodi.ns ta their rights of 
ess, igainst 
ver; (he other to direet that all 
erriiory from Cadian tribes or nations, 
should be made by treaty as heretofore. He regretted 
he pr - ooliey of his predeces- 
ind contend hat Ind tle was perlect ori- 
ly, i thot Ind anus are men, 
d hold their lands by immemorial occupancy, &e. Mr. 
F. discussed many other topics relating to the Indians, 
for which we have not room at present—when he had 
concluded, the senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
On the 27th ult. we published the bill reported by 
Mr. Hunt, trom the committee to whom the subject was 
referred, ‘‘appropristing the net (proceeds of the public 
lands to the use of the several states and territories.” 
(See the report page 129.) The following is the sub- 
stitute for that bill, moved by Mr. AZartin, on behalf of 
the minority of the committee. The minority, we un- 
derstand, says the National Intelligencer, were opposed 
to any appropriation of the lands at all, but, if decided 
on by congress, they recommend this plan in preference 
to the one reported: 
Be it enacted, That after the payment of the entire 
public debt, now outstanding against the United States, 
the nett proceeds of all sales of the public land, paid into 
the treasury of the United States, shall be, and the same 
are hereby appropriated to the use of the several states 
within the union, and the territories of the U. States, in 
proportion to their representation, severally, in the se- 
nate and house of representatives ot the United States. 
Thursday, Apriti1. ‘The hour’? was occupied in dis- 
cussing a resolution, offered by Mr. Powers, from the 
committee on the District of Columbia, setting aside eve- 
ry second Thursday in each month for such legislation 
us nay be necessary for said district. 
The bill making appropriations for surveys, &c. was 
read a third time and passed. 
The house then took up the bill to reappropriate form- 
er appropriations, which was amended in committee of 
the whole. The house concurred in the amendment, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Hemphill, the house resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
Mr. Haynes in the chair, and took up the bill to con- 
structa road from Buffalo by way of bag, to 
New Orleans. Messrs. Coke, Irwin, of Pa. onell, 
Angel, Pettis, Storrs, Boulden, W. B. Shephard, P. P. 
Barbour, Ramsay, Carson, Wickliffe and Hemphill, took 
part in the debate which now ensued, but before all the 
blanks were filled, the committee rose and reported pro- 
gress, ayes 98--and the house adjourned. 

Friday, April2. Mr. Desha, trom the committee on 
military affairs, who were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of reorganizing the army of the United States, 
with a view of reducing the number of officers in com- 
mission, made a report thereon, recommending th: adop- 
tion of the followimg resolution, which was laid on the 
table: 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be directed to re- 
port to this house, at the commencement of the next ses 
sion, such an organization of the army of the United 
States us will reduce the number of its officers, without 
injury to the service of the United States. 

Mr. Taylor, {rom the select committee appointed on 
the following, reported them to the house as amended, 
as follows: 

Resoived, That the secretary of state be directed to 
communicate to this house a list of all the patents grant- 
ed by the United States, for the encouragement of arts 
and sciences, alphabetically arranged, placing in consecu- 
tive order, all patents for inventions and improvements 
relating to the same subject, designating the names of the 
persons to whom granted, their places of residence, and 
the dates of their patents; with an alphabetical list of the 
names of the patentees. And that three thousand co- 
pies of the said list be printed for the use of this house, 
under the direction of the clerk; together with the public 








aad spoke abouttwo hours. Mr. F. commenced by pro-| acts of congress, relating to patents, and a digest of de- 
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rey under the same, made in the courts of the United 
tates, 

Resolved, further, That the annual reports hereafter 
made to the house of representatives by the secretarv of 
state, in obedience to the resolution passed January 13th, 
1812, be. made conformably to the preceding resolution. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Powers was modified 
so as to read as follows, and, after an animated debate, 
adopted, 

Resolved, That during the remainder of the present 
session, the second Thursday in every month, shall be 
set apart for such legislation as may be necessary for the 
District of Columbia. 

An act making appropriations of certain unexpended 
balances of former appropriations, was read a third time 
and passed, 

A message was received ‘from the president of the 
United States, in answer to a call of the house, trans- 
mitting an account of depredations committed by, and on 
the Cherokee [ndians. 

The remainder of the day was occupied in the consi- 
deration of private bills. Adjourned. 

Saturday, April 3. There being no quorum at 11 
o’clock, Mr. Desha moved acall of the house, which 
was ordered. ‘The names having been called over, and 
it being then ascertained that a quorum was present, 
further proceedings were suspended. 

Mr. Wickliffe, from the committee on the judiciary, 
to whom was referred the charges preferred by Martha 
Bradstreet against judge Conklyn, reported a resolution, 
which was laid on the table. 

The resolution is merely that the committee on the 
judiciary be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject. ] 

Mr, Cambreleng, from the committee on commerce, 
reported a bill extending the privilege of debenture to 
merchandise transported by Jand or by land and water, 
which was read twice and committed to the committee 
ofthe whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Cambreleng, trom the committee on commerce, 
reported a bill authorising the transportation of mer- 
chandise with the benefit of drawback, between the At- 
Jantic ocean and the northern Jakes, which was read 
twice and committed to the committee of the whole on 
the state of the union. 

Mr. Verplanck, from the committee on ways and 
means, reported a bill making an appropriation for carry- 
ing into effect certain provisions of the treaty with the 
Cherokee Indians west of the Mississippi, which was 
read twice and committed to the committee of the whole 
on the state of the union, 

On motion of Mr. Irwin, Mr. Goodenow, of Ohio, 
had leave of absence for the remainder of the session. 

The house took up the resolution reported by Mr. 
Bates from the committee on military pensions, on the 
26th ult. ba page 118); Mr. Sates at some length, 
warmly advocated the resolution—he was replied to by 
Mr. JVilliams of N. C. who thought the resolution 
took too widearange. ‘The expiration of the hour ar- 
rested the discussion. During the remarks of Mr, B. 
he introduced the following documents. 

War department, 19th Jan. 1830. 
Andrew Stevenson, esq. 
speaker of the house representatives: 

The resolution of the house of representatives, of the 
14th January, instant, relative to the number of surviv- 
ing revolutionary officers, &c. cannot be fully and satis- 
lactorily answered, by any information on file in this de- 
partment. ‘Che enclosed communication, from the prin- 
cipal clerk of the pension bureau, is a reply, to the ex- 
tent that the records of the war department will permit. 
Very respectfully, J. H. EATON, 

War department, pension office, January 15th, 1830. 

Sin: In relation to the resvlution of the house of re- 
presentatives, of the 14th instant, respecting the sur- 
viving officers and soldiers of the revolutionary war, | 
have to inform you that the archives of this department 
furnish no data, upon which an estimate could be made 
as to the probable number of those who belonged to 
the state regiments, volunteers and militia, during the 
revoiutionary war. Of such troops we have uo rolls, 
except the three state regiments of Virginia. Of the 
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nothing like an accurate calculation; possibly a hundr 
of them may still survive, and perhaps three-fourths , t 
them might ask for assistance, if a law should pass lies 
bracing their cases. If all who served on the continen- 
tal establishment are comprehended in the resolution it 
would embrace men who served for six and eight months 
What portion of these are now alive, and in needy cir. 
cumstances, [ am unable to determine, but four hundred 
would, I think, be a large estimate. 

I have no means of ascertaining what number of pers 
sons were disabled during the last war, who are incapa- 
ble of maintaining themselves by manual labor, and who 
are not provided for by law. 

Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obe. 
dient servant. J. L. EDWARDS, 
Hon. J. H. Eaton, sec’y of war. 

The remainder of the session was devoted to private 
bills, many of which were disposed of, and then the 
house adjourned. 

Monday, April 5. Among the memorials presented 
to the house this day, was one by the speaker from judge 
Peck, claiming the privilege to be heard at the bar of this 
house, on the charges preferred against him by Luke §, 
Lawless. 

On motion of Mr. Pettis the memorial was read. 

Mr. Clay moved to lay the memorial on the table and 
print it, but withdrew his motion at the request of Mr. 
Buchanan, who made some remarks in vindication of 
the course of the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Storrs followed on the same side, and moved to 
refer the memorial to the committee of the whole on 
the state of the union. 

Mr. Ingersoll, Mr. Sutherland, Mr. Wickliffe, Mr. 
Pettis, Mr. Bell, Mr. A. Spencer, Mr. Everett, Mr. 
Strong, Mr. Clay, Mr. Storrs, Mr. Coulter, Mr. Craig 
of Va. took part in a protracted discussion which ensu- 
ed, when 

Mr. Davis of S. C. moved to lay the report on the 
table and print it, in order that an opportunity might be 
given to inspect the precedents. ‘the motion was car- 
ried in the affirmative, 

Mr. Buchanan gave notice that he should move the 
house to take up judge Peck’s case on Wednesday next. 

‘The house then resumed the consideration of the reso- 
lution reported by Mr. Bates, from the committee on 
military pensions. 

Mr. Bates asked for the yeas and noes on the passage 
of the resolution, and a sufficient number rising, the ayes 
and noes were ordered. 

Mr. Williams moved to strike out the latter clause of 
the resolution, which relates to the soldiers of the late 
war; and on this proposition he asked for the yeas and 
noes, which were ordered. 

Mr. J. W. Taylor expressed his sentiments in favor 
of the motion to amend, and gave an estimate of the num- 
ber of soldeirs of the late war already on the pension 
list, together with some reasons which induced him to 
feel an indisposition to extend the provisions of this re- 
solution in relation to that class. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, ant 
decided in the affirmative. Ayes 145. 

NAYS--Messrs. Bates, Boon, Butman, Clay, Crock- 
ett, Daniel, Denny, De Witt, Doddridge, Duncan, For- 
ward, Howard, Johnson of Ten. King ot Penn. Lecompt, 
Lewis, Mallary, MeCreery, Mitchell, Pettis, Richard- 
son, Sill, Smith, Standifer, Sutherland, Vinton, Weeks, 
Wickliffe, Yarncey—29. 

Mr. Burges then moved to amend the resolution by 
adding the following prov ise: 

‘*Provided that any aid thereby intended, shall com- 
prehend only such part of the militia as served in the 
revolutionary war, and were engaged in some distin- 
guished body of volunteers, or were drafted to fill up 
the continental army and served therein, and that 1 
either for not less than nine months.” 

Mr. Burges stated that it was his object to make the 
bill definite and practicable. Mr. Wiluams made some 
remarks in reply to Mr. Burges, and in opposition4o 
the motion to amend; and asked for the ayes and noes 
on the question, which were ordered. Mr. De Witt 
moved a modification of the amendment, which was ac- 
cepted by the mover: ‘*Whether such service was per 


uumber of Virginia state troops, now living, I can form: formed during one uninterrupted series of nine mouths, 
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: war, amounting in the ag- 
or at re pris pub” 7 Burges then made A 
te anate ty which were cut short by the lapse of the 
» Certain private bills ordered to be engrossed on Satur- 
day, were read a third time and passed, — ;' 
he house then took up the bill making appropria- 
tions for certain expenditures in the quarter master’s dle- 
partment, with the amendments made in committee of 
the whole. Several of the amendments were concurred 
in, one of which was to strike out an appropriation of 
5,000 dollars for an acre of land adjoining the armory at 
Harper’s Ferry. In lieu of this, Mr. Drayton moved to 
insert an appropriation of 1,250 dollars, for a quarter of 
an acre of the same land. ‘The motion was negatived. 

Another amendment made in committee was to strike 
out the appropriation of 150,000 dollars for arming the 
new fortifications. Mr. Drayton hoped the house would 
not concur in this amendment. 

Mr. Mc Coy asked for the ayes and noes on the motion 
to concur, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to concur, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Angel, 
Archer, Arnold, Barber, P. P. Barbour, Barnwell, Bar- 
ringer, Baylor, Beekman, Bell, Blair of S. C. Blair of 
Tenn. Borst, Boulden, Broadhead, Brown, Buchanan, 
Campbell, Chandler, Chilton, Claibrone, Clay, Conner, 
Crane, Crawford, Crockett, Crocheron, Daniel, Daven- 

ort, Davis of Mass. Davis of S. C. Deberry, Desha, De 
itt, Doddridge, Dudley, Duncan, Dwight, Earll, Ells- 
worth, Evans of Penn. Ford, Forward, Foster, Fry, Gil- 
more, Gorham, Grennell, Hall, Halsey, Hammons, Haw- 
kins, Haynes, Hemphill, Hubbard, Huntington, Ingersoll, 
Irwin, Irvin, lsacks, Jennings, C. Johnson, Kincaid, La- 
mar, Lea, Lecompte, Lent, Letcher, Lewis, Loyall, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Magee, Mallary, Martin, Maxwell of N, 
Y. Maxwell of Va. McCoy, McDuffie, Norton, Nuckolls, 
Overton, Pettis, Polk, Potter, Powers, Rencher, Roane, 
Russel, Scott, Shepard, Shepperd, Shields, Smith, Smyth, 
Speight, Spencer of N. Y. Spencer of Md, Standiter, 
Sterigere, Stephens, Sterrs of Conn. Sutherland, ‘Test, 
Thompson of Geo. Thomson of Ohio, Tracy, lrezvant, 
Tucker, Verplanck, Weeks, Whittlesey, White of N. Y. 
White of Lou. Wickliffe, Williams, Yancey—119. 

NAYS— Messrs, Builey, Sates, Bockee, Cahoon, Cam- 
breleng, Coulter, Cowles, Craig of N. Y. Craig of Va. 
Creighton, Denny, Dickinson, Drayton, Evans of Me. 
Everett of Mass. Everett of Vt. Findlay, Finch, Hinds, 
Howard, Hughes, Johns, Kendall, P. King, Martindale, 
McCreery, Meclntire, Mercer, Mitchell, Piersos, Ram- 
sey, Storrs of N.Y. Strong, Swann, Swift, ‘Taylor, Vance, 
Ma Washington, eran, Wilde, Wilson, Young 
—34, 

Mr. Crockett moved to strike out the appropriation 
for West Point, and asked for the ayes and noes. An 
unsuecesslul motion to adjourn was then made. The 
call for the ayes and noes was refused. The question 
was then put and negatived—ayes 46, noes 110. 

Mr. Sevier mated to amend the bill by inserting an 
appropriation of 5,000 dollars for a military road from 

ort Smith, in the Arkansas, to cantonment Leaven- 
worth, in the Missouri, The amendment was negativ- 
ed—ayes 70, noes 73. 

Mr. Sevier then moved for an appropriation of 400 
dollars for this purpose. ‘Che motion was opposed by 
Mr. Burges on the ground that the motion had not re- 
ceived the sanction of any committee. Mr. Clay ex- 
pressed his astonishment that there should be any Oppo- 
sition to this road. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. McDuffie, Sevier, 
J. W. Taylor, Lea, H. R. Storrs, the question was taken 
and decided in the negative—ayes 61, noes 96. 

Mr. Wickliffe moved to strike out the appropriation 
for land at Springfield armory. The motion was nega- 
ved. Mr. McDuffie renewed the motion he had made 
m committce for an appropriation to complete and carry 
ona lithographic press at the war department. ‘Tlie 
motion was agreed to, 

Mr. Barringer moved to strike out the appropriation 
of 40,000 dollars for procuring a supply of salt petre and 


brimatome for future use. ‘The amendment was agreed 
v. 





Mr. Doddridge moved to reconsider the vote of which 
the house concurred in the amendment of the committee 
of the whole, striking out the appropriation of $150,000 


for an armament for the new fortifications, 


Mr. Cowles, at whose instance the motion to reconsi- 
der was made, moved that the house do now adjourn, 
which was then negatived. ‘The motion to reconsider 
wasthen negatived. ‘The bill was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. The house 
then adjourned. 

Tuesday, April 6, A number of private bills having 
been pronounced correctly enrolled, were sigued by the 
speaker. 

Mr. Leiper, from the committee on expenditures in 
the treasury department, reported that the committee had 
examined the vouchers of all moneys paid out of the 
contingent fund of that department, and found them core 
rect. Accompanying the report is a letter from the sec- 
retary of the treasury, with the detailed account, and 
another from the register, with a general account cur- 
rent of the contingent expenses for the year 1829, 

A message was received from the president of the U. 
States, notifying the house that he had approved and sign- 
ed certain specified bills. 

The house resumed the consideration of the resolu- 
tion reported by Mr. ates, from the committee on 
military pensions, on the 8th of January last. 

The question recurred on the amendment proposed by 
Mr. Burges yesterday, when Mr. Burges withdrew the 
said amendment. 

The question was then put—will the house agree to 
the said resolution amended to read as follows: 
Resolved, That the eommittee on military pensions be 
instructed, agreeably to the president’s recommendation 
in his message of the 6th December last, to review the 
pension law for the purpose of extending its benefits to 
every soldier who aided in establishing our liberties, and 
who is unable to maintain himself in comfort, and to re- 
port to the house a bill for that purpose. 

And it passed in the affirmative. 

The yeas and nays being desired, they were as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Angel, Arnold, Bailey, Noyes Bar- 
ber, Bates, Baylor, Beekman, Bell, Blair of ‘Tenn. Boe- 
kee, Boon, Borst, Brown, Buchanan, Burges, Butman, 
Cahoon, Cambreleng, Clay, Clark, Coleman, Condiet, 
Cowles, Craig of N. Y. Crane, Crawford, Crockett, 
Creighton, Crowninshield, Daniel, Davenport, Davis 
of Mass. Deberry, Denny, Desha, De Witt, Doddridge, 
Duncan, Earll, Evans of Maine, Everett of Mass, Everett 
of Vermont, Findlay, Finch, Ford, Forward, Fry, 
Gilmer, Green, Grennell, Hubbard, Hughes, Hunt, 
Huntington, Ingersoll, Johnson of Ten, Kendal, Kin- 
caid, King of N. Y. King of Pa. Lecompte, Leiper, Lent, 
Letcher, Lyon, Mallary, Martindale, Maxwell of Va. 
McCreery, Mitchell, Monell, Muhlenburg, Norton; 


sey, Randolph, Reed, Richardson, Russell, Scott, Shields, 
Sill, Smith of Pa. Spencer of N. Y. Standifer, Stephens, 
Storrs of N. Y. Storrs of Conn, Strong, Swann, Swift, 
Taylor, Test, Thomson of Ohio, ‘Tracy, Tucker, Vers 
planck, Washington, Weeks, Whittlesey, Wilde, Wil- 
liams, Wilson, Yancey, Young—111. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, J. S. Bar- 
bour, P. P. Barbour, Barnwell, Blair of S. C. Broad- 
head, Chandler, Claiborne, Coke, Craig of Va, Croche- 
ron, Davis ot S. C. Foster, Gordon, Hall, Halsey, 
Haynes, [Llemphill, Hinds, Howard, Irvin of Ohio, Lamar, 
Lewis, Loyall, Lumpkin, Martin, McCoy, Melntire, 
Roane, Rose, A. H. Shepard, Stanberry, Taliaferro, 
Thompson of Geo, Urezvant, Vance, Viaton—39, 

The resolution moved by Mr. Condict on the 26th of 
March, for the remoyal of certain obstructions in the 
Raritan, &e. were taken up, modified and agreed to. 

A resolution moved by Mr. Wickliffe, on the 29th 


leave of the house, was modified by the mover to read 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the select committee to whom was 
referred the memorial of the owners and masters ot steam 
boats navigating the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, and 
ot the commission merchants of Louisville, in Kentucky 





be instrmcted to enquire into the expediency of making 


Pearce, Pettis, Pierson, Polk, Potter, Powers, Ram-: 


ult. and laid on the table, was read, considered, and by’ 
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some provision by law for the better government of the 
capiains and owners of steam vessels navigating the wa- 
ters of the Un ted States, with a-view to protect the lives 
of the passengers on board from destruction by the 
bursting of boilers. 

As thus modified, the resolution was agreed to by the 
house. 

The resolution moved by Mr. Rurges on the 29th 
March, ult. and laid on the table, was read, considered, 
and agreed to by the house. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the re- 
solution reported by Mr. Coulter, from the committee 
on retrenchment. 

A motion was made by Mr. Wickliffe to amend the 
said resolution by striking out all after the word ‘“‘resolv- 
ed” and inserting the following: —That there shall be 
appointed a standing committee on the public printing ot 
the house of representatives, whose duty it shall be to 
supervise the settlementof the accounts of the public 
printer at each session, and to whichevery motion or re- 
solution to print an extra number of any document, mes- 
sage, or report, shall be reported for examination, and 
report upon the propriety of printing an extra number; 
and thev shall also take under their consideration such 
other reports touching the public printing as may be re- 
ferred to them. 

This amendment being read, 

A motion was made by Mr. Vinton, to amend the 
same by striking out from the word *‘that,’”? where it oc- 
curs the first time, to the end, and inserting the follow- 
ing: “any motion to print an extra number of any docu- 
ment, or other matter, shall lie one day on the table, un- 
less otherwise ordered by the unanimous consent of the 
house. ” 

And, after debate on the subject, the rule of the house 
which allots one hour for the consideration of reports 
and motions expired, when the discussion was suspend- 
ed, but by leave of the house, the following resolutions 
were offered, 

Mr. Mercer offered the tollowing, which was read 
and laid on the table. 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to lay 
before the house a copy of the proceedings of the court 
martial lately held in the city of Washington, for the 
trial ofthe adjutant general of the army of the United 
States. 

Mr. Leiper moved the following, which was agreed to. 

Resolved, That the use of the hall of this house, be 
granted to Mr Wilde, for an exhibition of the proficien- 
cy of his deafand dumb pupils, from 9 o’clock until 11, 
to-morrow morning. 

The house again resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole house on the state of the union, and, after some 
time spent therein, the speaker resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Haynes reported that the committee had, according 
to order, again had the state of the union generally under 
consideration, particularly sundry bills, viz: 

A bill to provide for the construction of a national road 
from Buffalo in the state of New York, passing by the 
seat of the general government, in the District ot Co- 
lumbia,to New Orleans, in the state of Louisiana; upon 
“Ste postin sees had not come to a erage 

ing appropriations for building light houses 

and light boats, aettng beacons and milemonne. and 

buoys on proper sites, and for improving harbors 

and directing surveys; which bill he was directed to re- 
port to the house with the amendments: 

A number of other bills were ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time to-morrow, and then the house ad- 

journed. 

Wednesday, Aprit7. Mr. Drayton, from the com- 
mittee on military affairs, to which was referred the mes- 
sage of the president of the United States upon the sub- 
ee! reported a bill for the security of the Pea Patch is- 

; for the construction of a new water tank, and for 
gravelling the parade at fort Delaware; which was twice 
read, and committed to the committee of the whole 
house on the state of the union. 

Mr. Mercer, from the committee to which was refer- 
red the memorial of the American soclety for colonizing 
the free people of color of the United States: also, sun- 
dry memorials from the inhabitants of the state of Ken- 
tueky, and a memorial from certain free people of color 
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of the state of Ohio; made a report thereon accompani« 
ed by a bill to amend an act cnutled an act in addition to 
the acts prohibiting the slave trade, passed March 3 
1819, which bill was twice read and committed to the 
committee of the whole house on the state of the union 

Mr. Mercer, from the same committee, also reported 
the following resolutions, viz. 

Resolved, Vhat the president of the United States be 
requested to consult and negotiate with all governments 
where ministers of the United States are, or shall be ac. 
credited, on the means of effecting an entire and imme. 
diate abolition of the Afrivan slave trade, and especially 
on the expediency with that view of causing it to be uni. 
versally denounced as piratical. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
farther be requested to obtain from all the governments 
aforesaid, an express stipulation or a formal declaration 
that they will severally regard as independent and perma. 
nently neutral, any colony or colonies of free people of 
color, which may be established on the coast of Africa, 
under the auspices, or at the expense of the government 
of the United States, or of any state thereof, or of any 
association of the citizens thereof. 

These resolutions were read, and also committed to 
the committee of the whole house on the state of the 
union, 

The resolution reported by Mr. Coulter from the com- 
mittee on retrenchment was taken up, and, on motion of 
Mr. Wayne, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Pettis the rule which limits the-con- 
sideration of resolutions to one hour was suspended. 

Mr. Pettis moved a resolution, which, by his consent, 
was modified to read as tollows: 

Resolved, That James H. Peck, judge of the district 
court of the United States for the district of Missouri, be 
permitted at any time until Wednesday next, at 12 
o’clock, to make to this house any written or oral argu 
ment on the laws as matters of fact now in evidence be- 
fore the house he may think proper, in answer to the 
charges preferred against him by Luke E. Lawless, esq. 
which charges have been reported on by the committee 
on the judiciary. 

A motion was made by Mr. Drayton to amend the 
said resolution by striking out the word ‘‘oral;” which 
motion was disagreed to by the house. The question 
was then put—will the house agree to the resolution, 
and passed in the affirmative. 

A number of bills, which were ordered to be engrossed 
fora third reading, were severally read the third time 
and passed. 

The house again resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, and after seme time 
spent, the speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Haynes 
reported that the committee had, according to order, 
again had the state of the union generally under conside- 
ration, particularly to provide tor the construction of # 
national road from Buffalo, in the state of New York, 

assing by the seat of the general government, in the 
District of Columbia, to New Orleans, in the state of 
Louisiana, and had come to no resolution thereupon. 
And then the house adjourned, 


THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate a report was received from tlie seereta- 
ry of the treasury showing the number of subordinate 
officers of ‘he customs that have been removed. since 
the 4th ef March, 1829. Some time was spent in the 
consideration of executive business. The senate having 
resumed the consideration of the bill for removing cer- 
tain Indian tribes, Mr. Frelinghuysen continued his re- 
marks for more than two hours, when he gave way for 4 
motion to adjourn, ee 

It being a day set apart by the house for legislation in 
reference to the District of Columbia, the house of rep- 
resentatives acted on the bill for the better organization 
of the militia ot the District of Columbia, which was or 
dered to be engrossed and read a third time on Satur- 
day. ‘The house then went into committee of the whole 
house on the state of the union, on the bill for the pus- 
ishment of crimes in the District of Columbia; and on the 
bill to appoint commissioners to prepare a code of laws 








tor the District of Columbia, which were reported to the 
house, The house then adjourned. 





